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he Royal Automobile Club of 
Queensland (RACQ) is proud to 
be Queensland’s advocate for 
safe, affordable and sustainable 

mobility. With more than 1.7 million 
members, RACQ is Queensland’s 
largest club and we are working hard to 
secure better transport outcomes for 
Queenslanders during the upcoming 
Federal election.

In 2018 more than 240 lives were lost 
on Queensland roads. Every death 
is an unnecessary tragedy that has 
an irrevocable and long-term impact 
on families and the communities in which they live. In 
Queensland and across Australia, we need a renewed 
focus on road safety, including better roads, more 
effective driver education and safer cars.  
Re-establishing a focus on road safety is the 
responsibility of all governments and must be a priority 
during the 2019 Federal election and beyond.

The ability to efficiently and safely move people and 
goods on quality roads and public transport systems is 
essential. This document outlines RACQ’s priorities for 
policy and transport projects. 

In the 2019 Federal Election,  
QUEENSLAND MATTERS
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Transport is a major issue for 
Queensland and it is vitally important 
to increase investment in good 
road and rail projects to ensure 
Queensland’s future prosperity and 
productivity. We also need transport 
to be accessible and affordable. 
Affordable motoring is important for 
Queenslanders, particularly those 
living in rural and regional districts, 
and in outer south-east Queensland 
suburbs. In these areas, limited public 
transport combined with a higher 
proportion of low income households 
and the need to travel considerable 

distances to reach employment or services, can result in 
significant transport disadvantage.

Queensland will need increased road capacity and 
efficiency improvements in the transport network to cater 
for future growth in traffic. Vehicle kilometres travelled 
in Queensland are expected to increase by 2.8 percent 
annually to 2020.1  Without upgrades to our highways and 
freight routes, vehicle operating costs and travel times 
will increase, leading to greater productivity losses.

Queensland Matters, and 
the RACQ is calling on 
all parties in the 2019 
Federal election to make 
transport a priority.  
The policies and projects 
outlined here deliver 
safe, affordable and 
sustainable transport 
outcomes for Queensland 
and productivity 
improvements that 
benefit business and 
major sectors of  
the economy.

1 Bureau of Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Economics (BITRE), Traffic Growth in Australia, Report 127, 2012
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POLICY: THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT SHOULD IMPLEMENT COST-EFFECTIVE SAFETY UPGRADES 
AND RAISE THE NATIONAL LAND TRANSPORT NETWORK’S OVERALL STAR RATING, USING AUSRAP 
RISK-BASED SAFETY ASSESSMENTS.

1

The quality of road infrastructure is a key focus of RACQ. 
Queensland has the longest state-controlled (33,336 km) 
and locally-controlled (approximately 150,000 km) road 
network of any Australian jurisdiction and the longest 
national highway network (5,100 km).2

The AusRAP Star Rating program assigns star ratings 
according to safe design features of the road and 
highlights where engineering improvements have the  
most potential to save lives and reduce injuries.

RACQ considers that a major focus should be on upgrading 
and improving safety on national, Queensland Government 
and Local Government roads utilising AusRAP Star Ratings 
to assess the network and set minimum AusRAP star rating 
policy targets. Better roads save lives and reduce the 
associated economic costs. When a two-star AusRAP rated 

road is improved to three stars, the crash costs per vehicle 
kilometre travelled are halved.3

The RACQ advocates for a target in Queensland of achieving 
95% of travel on the national network, and 90% of travel on 
the state network, at AusRAP 3-star or better by the end of 
2022. Local roads of regional significance (LRRS) should aim 
for >80% of travel AusRAP 3-star or better by the end of 2022.  

Queensland and Local Governments require funding 
assistance to achieve these road improvements, so the 
Federal Government must commit to provide a significant 
investment targeted and dedicated to a mass-action safety 
program of low-cost, high impact safety treatments to be 
delivered on State roads and higher order Local Government 
roads. All levels of government must work together to deliver 
these life-saving measures.

2Australian Automobile Association, Star Rating Australia’s National Network of Highways, 2013; Queensland Government, Queensland Transport and 
Roads Investment Program, 2013-14 to 2016-17

3Australian Automobile Association, Comparing Risk Maps and Star Ratings: AusRAP Technical Working Paper, 2008

Source: International Road Assessment Programme
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POLICY: ROAD SAFETY MUST BE PRIORITISED WITHIN INFRASTRUCTURE AUSTRALIA’S ASSESSMENT 
FRAMEWORK. ROAD SAFETY MUST BE A KEY OBJECTIVE IN INFRASTRUCTURE AUSTRALIA’S 
STATEMENT OF EXPECTATIONS.

2

Each year road crashes in Queensland result in tragic 
levels of death and serious injury. Crashes on the road 
have severe and often irreversible consequences, not 
only for the people who are injured, but also for their 
communities. On average, more than 240 people die on 
Queensland roads every year. Around 6,500 are seriously 
injured, often causing lower quality of life and loss of 
income through permanent disability.

Safer roads save lives. With a mandate to advise 
government on the planning of and investment in 
nationally significant road infrastructure, Infrastructure 
Australia has a vital role to play in ensuring that road 
safety outcomes are prioritised during project planning 
and investment by embedding road safety criteria in the 
evaluation and assessment process.

Source: BITRE Road Deaths Australia—Monthly Bulletins, December 2018
https://bitre.gov.au/publications/ongoing/rda/files/RDA_Dec_2018.pdf
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POLICY: THE GOVERNMENT MUST IMPLEMENT IN FULL THE NATIONAL ROAD SAFETY STRATEGY 
INQUIRY’S RECOMMENDATIONS.3

RACQ welcomed the Australian Government’s Inquiry into 
the National Road Safety Strategy 2011-2020. The Inquiry 
confirmed that we are failing to win the battle to make our 
roads safe.

Along with the rest of Australia, Queensland is on track 
to miss the 30% road fatality reduction target pledged 
in 2011. In Queensland there has only been a 1.6 percent 
decrease in road deaths in the past year.  

Re-establishing a focus on safety must be a priority for all 
governments in Australia.

At the forefront of the National Road Safety Strategy Inquiry 
is the recommendation to establish a dedicated road 
safety fund and a national road safety entity. The RACQ 
recommends the Federal Government demonstrate their 
commitment to reducing road trauma by implementing 
these and other recommendations from the Inquiry.

Source: Australian Automobile Association Benchmarking the Performance of the  
National Road Safety Strategy June 2018
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POLICY: THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD INTRODUCE A PHASED REMOVAL OF THE LUXURY CAR TAX4
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Transport must be affordable
and efficient

The 33 percent Luxury Car Tax (LCT) is levied on most cars 
priced above the LCT threshold. In 2018-19 the threshold 
is $66,331 (or $75,526 for fuel-efficient cars) and the LCT 
applies to the price of the car, less this threshold. This tax 
hits Queensland motorists particularly hard, given that 
they also pay additional stamp duty on cars valued above 
$100,000.

On 1 July 2018 the Queensland Government introduced 
a 2% increase in stamp duty on cars valued above 

$100,000. On a 4-cylinder car priced at $100,001 (and 
therefore already incurring the LCT), the Premium Motor 
Vehicle Duty takes the amount of stamp duty paid from 
$3,000.03 to $5,000.05.

The LCT, along with vehicle stamp duty, should be 
removed. These taxes discourage motorists from buying 
some of the safest and most environmentally friendly 
vehicles, which are often priced over $66,331.

Cylinders Start Costs 33% Luxury Car Tax Stamp Duty (SD) Purchase 
Price

Price inc GST LCT@33% Price (33% LCT) Standard SD 2% Prem MV Duty inc GST, LCT, SD

4 cylinder $92,231 $7,770 $100,001 $3,00.03 3%SD $2,000.02 $105,001.05

6 cylinder $92,231 $7,770 $100,001 $3,500.04 3.5%SD $2,000.02 $105,501.06

8 cylinder $92,231 $7,770 $100,001 $4,000.04 4%SD $2,000.02 $106,001.06

Vehicle stamp duty costs
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Vehicle stamp duty costs

POLICY: USE TECHNOLOGY TO ENHANCE TRANSPORT NETWORK MANAGEMENT AND IDENTIFY 
INTELLIGENT TRANSPORT SYSTEM PROJECTS ALONGSIDE NEW INFRASTRUCTURE PROPOSALS TO 
ENSURE WE OPTIMISE THE PERFORMANCE OF OUR CURRENT INFRASTRUCTURE.

5

Queensland cities need to be adopting smarter measures 
to improve traffic flows, minimise network delays and 
tackle congestion. 

Brisbane is forecast to have the highest congestion 
growth rate of any Australian capital city out to 2020.  
The current level of congestion in Brisbane is estimated to 
cost the Queensland economy $2.3 billion annually. This 
is expected to increase to around $5 billion by 2030.4 

Smart infrastructure that responds to changing conditions 
can significantly improve traffic flows and road safety, 

reducing congestion and crash rates at a relatively low 
cost. These benefits were observed on the Bruce Highway 
in South East Queensland with a 50% drop in rear end 
crashes and a 23% drop in hospitalisation from crashes 
following the introduction of variable speed limits.

Investment in intelligent transport solutions will not only 
improve the efficiency and safety of the Queensland 
transport network but will also ensure that our system 
keeps pace with change.

4Bureau of Infrastructure Transport and Regional Economics, Traffic and Congestion Cost Trends for Australian Capital Cities - Information Sheet 74, 2015
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Queensland needs a sustainable 
transport network

POLICY: IMPLEMENT A CO2 STANDARD FOR NEW LIGHT VEHICLES THAT ACHIEVES GENUINE 
ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS WHILE RECOGNISING AUSTRALIAN MOTORISTS’ UNIQUE NEEDS  
AND PREFERENCES.

6

In 2015, the Australian Government committed to 
climate change targets of a reduction of 26-28% of 
CO2 emissions by 2030. Since this commitment, the 
Government has made little progress in announcing policy 
to achieve these targets. This has created uncertainty 
for industry and motorists, stifled the uptake of higher 
efficiency vehicles (such as electric vehicles) and limited 
the vehicle and fuel industries’ ability to plan.

Queensland motorists travel some of the longest 
distances in Australia and their choice of vehicle and 
cost of travel will be impacted by policy settings 
enacted by the Government to achieve CO2 emission 
targets. To ensure these policy settings take account 
of Queenslanders’ unique motoring needs, it is critically 
important that any CO2 standard is supported by a 
real-world vehicle emissions test program in Australia 
to measure the emissions performance and fuel 
consumption of new vehicles in real-world conditions.
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POLICY: RACQ, THE AAA AND AFFILIATED MOTORING CLUBS WANT FAIR AND COMPETITIVE ACCESS 
TO SERVICE AND REPAIR INFORMATION AND CALL FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF A MANDATORY 
AGREEMENT ON ACCESS TO SERVICE AND REPAIR INFORMATION.

7

RACQ’s 1.7 million members require the services of 
competent and qualified repairers who have access to 
the technical information necessary to service and repair 
their vehicles. 

Giving independent operators access to service 
and repair information supports competition in the 
aftermarket industry. This gives consumers more choice 
and reduces service and repair costs.

To ensure choice and affordability for Queensland 
motorists, RACQ is calling on the Australian Government 
to implement a mandatory scheme that supports fair and 
competitive access to service and repair information.
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Queensland Projects

RACQ TOP TEN GREATER 
BRISBANE PROJECTS:

  Pacific Motorway – complete six 
lanes and interchange upgrades 
between Varsity Lakes and 
Tugun and upgrade to eight 
lanes from Gateway Motorway to 
Loganholme, to improve safety  
and capacity

  Progress Cross River Rail 

  Railway level crossing upgrade 
program: Boundary Road (Coopers 
Plains), South Pine Road (Alderley), 
Cavendish Road (Coorparoo), 
Warrigal Road (Runcorn), Kianawah 
Road / Lindum Road (Wynnum 
West)

  North-South Urban Arterial – 
provide arterial standard link to 
relieve pressure on the Bruce 
Highway between North Lakes  
and Gateway Motorway

  Upgrade Centenary Motorway 
Bridge to eight lanes, with 
associated enhancements along 
the route from Legacy Way to the 
Ipswich Motorway

  North West Transport Corridor 
(Stafford Road to Carseldine) – 
provide arterial standard link to 
relieve pressure on Gympie Road 
and progress South Pine Road / 
Stafford Road intersection upgrade

  Complete Ipswich Motorway 
Upgrade (Darra to Rocklea) 
– complete Stage 1 and 2 
including widening to six lanes, 
service roads and interchange 
improvements 

  Pedestrian and cycle bridge from 
the Brisbane CBD to Kangaroo 
Point, with other potential walk 
and cycle links to New Farm and 
Hawthorne

  Expand Cycle Network program 
to increase the provision of 
segregated bike paths and on-road 
bicycle lanes to separate bicycles 
from cars on major roads in urban 
areas

  Extension of the Springfield rail 
line to Ripley

RACQ REGIONAL QUEENSLAND 
PROJECTS:

  Commit funding to complete the 
Bruce Highway Upgrade Program 
and partner with the Queensland 
Government to establish and run 
the Bruce Highway Trust

  Commit funding to complete 
Warrego Highway Upgrade 
Program, including Ipswich to 
Toowoomba capacity and safety 
upgrades

CAIRNS (FAR NORTH 
QUEENSLAND)

  Kennedy Developmental Road and 
Highway – safety works package, 
including flood improvements to 
provide suitable inland alternative 
route to the Bruce Highway5

  Captain Cook Highway upgrades 
– widen corridor, improve roadside 
safety, add overtaking lanes and 
provide safe cycling infrastructure

  Complete ‘Cairns Southern 
Access’ - all 4 stages - which 
includes Edmonton to Gordonvale 
Duplication

TOWNSVILLE (NORTH 
QUEENSLAND)

  Gregory Developmental Road – 
safety works package, including 
flood improvements to provide 
suitable inland alternative route to 
the Bruce Highway5

  Complete dual lane seal along the 
Hann Highway 

  Flinders Highway – safety 
works package, including flood 
improvements and overtaking 
lanes to provide a safe and 
efficient road5 

MACKAY / WHITSUNDAY

  Peak Downs Highway – Safety 
works package5

  Gregory Developmental Road – 
safety works package, including 
flood improvements to provide 
suitable inland alternative route to 
the Bruce Highway5

  Duplication of the Sarina to 
Mackay link of the Bruce Highway 
to improve safety, capacity and 
flood immunity

5‘Safety works package’ includes: lane and shoulder widening, safety barriers or removal of roadside hazards, ATLM / rumble strips, wide centre line 
treatments, intersection improvements and additional overtaking lanes / opportunities
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ROCKHAMPTON (CENTRAL 
QUEENSLAND)

  Capricorn Highway (Rockhampton 
to Emerald) – safety works 
package, including flood 
improvements and overtaking 
lanes to provide a safe and 
efficient road6  

  Gregory Highway – safety 
works package, including flood 
improvements to provide suitable 
inland alternative route to the 
Bruce Highway6

  Deliver Rockhampton Northern 
Access upgrade stage 2

WIDE BAY / BURNETT

  Burnett Highway – safety 
works package, including flood 
improvements to provide suitable 
inland alternative route to the 
Bruce Highway6

 
  D’Aguilar Highway (Caboolture to 

Kingaroy) – safety works package 
along the D’Aguilar Highway linking 
Burnett Highway to Caboolture6

  Accelerate delivery of Bruce 
Highway Cooroy to Curra Section 
D construction (including Gympie 
Bypass) 

SUNSHINE COAST

  Progress Beerburrum to Nambour 
rail upgrade project 

  Steve Irwin Way – safety works 
package, including duplication 
where required6

  Complete Bruce Highway six lane 
upgrade between Pine River and 
Caloundra Road and deliver Bruce 
Highway Maroochydore Road to 
Mons Road upgrade

GOLD COAST

  Gold Coast light rail – extend the 
light rail line south to Coolangatta 
and the airport

  Pacific Motorway – complete six 
lanes and interchange upgrades 
between Varsity Lakes and 
Tugun and upgrade to eight 
lanes from Gateway Motorway to 
Loganholme, to improve safety  
and capacity

  Develop the Coomera Connector 
from Stapylton-Jacobs Well Road 
to Nerang-Broadbeach Road as 
a multi-modal corridor to relieve 
pressure on the M1

TOOWOOMBA / SOUTH-WEST 
QUEENSLAND

  Carnarvon Highway – safety works 
package6

  New England Highway – safety 
works package6

  Publish the Toowoomba Second 
Range Crossing toll prices and 
justifications and invest any 
project savings in upgrades 
between Toowoomba and Brisbane

SOUTHERN QUEENSLAND

  Cunningham Highway – safety 
works package along the 
Cunningham Highway6

  Mt Lindesay Highway - safety 
works package including 
duplication to Jimboomba6

  Investigate Salisbury to 
Beaudesert rail corridor - 
passenger rail to Flagstone

6‘Safety works package’ includes: lane and shoulder widening, safety barriers or removal of roadside hazards, ATLM / rumble strips, wide centre line 
treatments, intersection improvements and additional overtaking lanes / opportunities
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