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Introduction 
 
This report analyses the 2019/20 prices for off-street Central Business District (CBD) parking for 
Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBD areas and compares the cost of parking to analyses 
performed in 2010/11, 2011/12, 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17, 2017/18 and 2018/19.  
 
Off-street car parking price data was gathered by the RACQ in July 2019 from websites of 
parking operators with publicly available car parks and pricing within the CBD areas of Brisbane, 
Sydney and Melbourne. 

 
Parking price data covered weekdays and weekends and was collated by city, parking station 
and duration of stay. A consistent definition of the CBD as the core of the high density/high rise 
CBD area has been identified for each city, with the CBD parking boundaries remaining static 
throughout all surveys. Brisbane CBD has been defined as the area bound by Saul Street, 
Roma Street, Turbot St, Boundary St, Brisbane River, Alice Street and Riverside Expressway.   
 
The majority of CBD parking stations in the capital cities of Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne are 
operated by Wilson and Secure Parking. 
 
The number of parking spaces available at each parking station was not recorded as it was often 
not available. The reported average parking rates are therefore not weighted by the number of 
specific car parks at each parking station.  Where new car parks were found to be operating 
within the defined CBD boundary, these were included in the latest analysis. 
 
This report also includes analysis of off-street casual car parking rates at South Brisbane, 
Brisbane Airport and Hospitals in the Brisbane City Council area. 
 
The reported prices are those that a motorist must pay when they pull into the car park and leave 
their car there for a period of time, often called the casual user rate. Some motorists, however, 
choose to pre-book a car park online as substantial discounts are often available. Other 
motorists take advantage of early bird rates (e.g., entry before 9am) and for many regular CBD 
parkers, businesses pay long term leases to ensure spaces are available.  
 

 
 
Disclaimer: This report is based on information obtained from websites of car park operators. While attempts have been made 
to ensure the accuracy of the information contained in this report, the Royal Automobile Club of Queensland makes no 
statements, representations, or guarantees about the accuracy or completeness of it.  
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Summary of Results 

Weekday Parking Summary in Brisbane CBD 
In the Brisbane Central Business District (CBD), motorists are paying a weekday average casual 
rate of: 

• $18.20 for 30 minutes of off-street CBD parking, $1.23 (7.2%) increase from 2018/19 

• $31.41 for one hour - $2.69 (9.4%) increase from 2018/19  

• $50.50 for two hours - $3.86 (8.3%) increase from 2018/19  

• $73.05 for four hours - $4.47 (6.5%) increase from 2018/19  

• $76.77 for eight hours, and maximum per day $4.25 (5.9%) increase from 2018/19 (see 
Figure 1) 

Other results or findings in Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBD areas 
Weekdays: 

• 30 minute ($18.20) and 1 hour ($31.41) average parking rates in Brisbane CBD remain 
the highest in Australia, being more expensive than Sydney CBD and Melbourne CBD 
(see Figure 2)   

• Sydney CBD had the highest average weekday parking rate for longer stays of 2 hours 
to 8 hours or more, although Brisbane CBD is now only $1 short of Sydney for 7 hours or 
longer 

• Overall average parking costs in Brisbane CBD are currently the second highest in 
Australia after Sydney CBD 

• In the Brisbane CBD, the average weekday maximum charge for car parking was 
$76.77. Therefore two-thirds (66%) of the average maximum daily cost is accrued in the 
first two hours (see Figure 3) 

• In Brisbane CBD over the past year there has been a general increase in weekday prices 
for all length of stays recorded (see Figure 5)  

• The most expensive maximum rate (per day) in Brisbane CBD is $97 recorded at one 
parking station 

• The number of parking stations in Brisbane CBD charging a general $89 maximum 
dropped from 7 to 4 in this survey 

• The two cheapest car parks in Brisbane CBD are the King George Square and Wickham 
Terrace car parks operated by Brisbane City Council, which recorded a maximum 
parking rate of $35 / day, with no increase in rates in recent years  

• Weekday earlybird rates without discounts remained relatively stable and averaged 
$24.43 in Brisbane CBD ($28.59 Sydney CBD, $21.75 Melbourne CBD) 

• Weekday night rates without discounts averaged $13.74 in Brisbane CBD, $21.43 in 
Sydney CBD and $13.25 in Melbourne CBD and are significantly cheaper than daytime 
rates  

• For on-street parking, weekdays, up to 3 hours, in the CBD area, Brisbane is cheapest at 
$5.00/hr (was $4.90/hr, a 2% increase), Melbourne is next best and remained at $7.00/hr 
in this survey, with Sydney the most expensive at $7.40/hr (was $7.20/hr) 

• Significant discounts can be found by pre-booking car park spaces online, or looking for 
other discounts and promotions 

• Significant savings can be made on weekdays by parking at South Brisbane and 
travelling to the Brisbane CBD, and conversely on weekends, parking in CBD area and 
travelling to South Brisbane 

• Drivers of full electric and hybrid vehicles may qualify to pay half the casual parking fee 
at BCC King George Square and Wickham Terrace car parks during certain weekday 
hours 
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• Advice for motorists is to support the cheaper carparks and plan their visits to the CBD 
by booking online and utilising early-bird rates 

 
Weekday Nights: 

• On average it is significantly cheaper for casual users to park after 5pm rather than 
during the daytime on a weekday in Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBD areas. 

 
Weekends: 

• Average weekend casual parking rates are significantly cheaper than weekday rates in 
Brisbane CBD, at $13.94 

 

Other results or findings (other areas) 
Hospitals (Brisbane City Council area): 

• Average weekday hospital casual car park prices have remained relatively stable in 
2019/20 

 
South Brisbane: 

• Average weekday South Brisbane casual car park prices were approximately half of that 
in the Brisbane CBD area, however average weekend prices were substantially higher 
($23.00) 

 
Brisbane Airport: 

• Prices rise steeply after 4 hours at ParkShort, including additional days which are 
charged at $55/day. ParkLong is more suited to longer stays, including multiple days 
where extra days are charged at $20/day or less depending on length of stay 

• Motorists can access discounts by pre-booking car parking at ParkShort and ParkLong 
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Results and Discussion 

Weekday Parking – Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBD areas 
 
The cost of off-street parking in Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne is higher than other Australian 
capital cities. In the Brisbane Central Business District (CBD), motorists are paying a weekday 
average casual rate of: 

• $18.20 for 30 minutes of off-street CBD parking, $1.23 (7.2%) increase from 2018/19 

• $31.41 for one hour - $2.69 (9.4%) increase from 2018/19  

• $50.50 for two hours - $3.86 (8.3%) increase from 2018/19  

• $73.05 for four hours - $4.47 (6.5%) increase from 2018/19  

• $76.77 for eight hours, and maximum per day $4.25 (5.9%) increase from 2018/19 (see 
Figure 1) 

 
Figure 1 Cost of Parking (Weekday) in Brisbane CBD 2019/20 

 

 
 
The parking rates for one, two, four and eight hour stays in Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne are 
presented in Figure 2 (over). The rates for shorter stays are important as they show the cost to 
motorists who are visiting the CBDs for a range of trip purposes such as shopping or recreation.  
 
The full day rate is the price relevant to commuters who have to pay for their own parking where 
they are unable to access early bird rates available at some parking operators. Many 
commuters, especially senior executives of businesses and government departments in the 
CBD, will have their parking paid by the business as a fringe benefit. It is RACQ’s view that the 
high casual user parking fees have contributed little to efforts to reduce congestion. 
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Figure 2 – Average Weekday Parking Rates for Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBD 
areas 
 

 
 
Brisbane again edged out Sydney for the highest average weekday parking rate for 30 minutes 
($18.20) and one hour ($31.41) parking across CBD car parks (see Figure 2). The one hour 
average weekday parking rate for Sydney CBD is $29.26, with Melbourne CBD substantially 
cheaper at $22.17.    
 
Sydney CBD has the most expensive two hour parking on a weekday, where the price almost 
doubles from the one hour rate to an average of $57.48, compared with $50.50 in Brisbane CBD 
and $43.29 in Melbourne CBD. 

 
Sydney CBD also has the most expensive four hour parking on a weekday, recording an 
average cost of $77.32, with Brisbane CBD following at $73.05 and Melbourne CBD cheapest of 
the three major cities at $69.88.  
 
The order for eight hour (and maximum per day) parking in CBD areas was Sydney the most 
expensive at a weekday average cost of $77.78, Brisbane at $76.77 and Melbourne at $71.08. 
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In the Brisbane CBD, the average weekday maximum charge for car parking was $76.77. 
Therefore two-thirds (66%) of the average maximum daily cost is accrued in the first two hours 
(see Figure 3 below). 
 
Figure 3 – Average Weekday Casual Parking Rates 2019/20 (CBD areas) 
 

 
 
The Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne average weekday parking rates in CBD areas for various 
years since the original RACQ and TTM report in 2010 is shown in Figure 4 (over). 
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Figure 4 – Change in Average Weekday Parking Rates for Brisbane, Sydney and 
Melbourne CBD areas over time 
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In Brisbane CBD on weekdays: 

• 30 minute ($18.20) and 1 hour ($31.41) average parking rates remain the highest in 
Australia, being more expensive than Sydney and Melbourne  

• Overall average parking costs are currently the second highest in Australia after Sydney 
CBD, although Brisbane CBD is now only $1 short of Sydney CBD for 7 hours or longer  

• Over the past year in Brisbane CBD there has been a general increase in prices for all 
length of stays recorded (see Figure 5 below)  

• The most expensive maximum rate (per day) in Brisbane CBD is $97 recorded at one 
parking station 

• The number of Brisbane CBD parking stations charging a general $89 maximum 
dropped from 7 to 4 in this survey 

• The two cheapest car parks in Brisbane CBD are the King George Square and Wickham 
Terrace car parks operated by Brisbane City Council, which recorded a maximum 
parking rate of $35 / day, with no increase in rates in recent years  

• Weekday earlybird rates without discounts remained relatively stable and averaged 
$24.43 in Brisbane CBD ($28.59 Sydney CBD, $21.75 Melbourne CBD) 

• Weekday night rates without discounts averaged $13.74 in Brisbane CBD, $21.43 in 
Sydney CBD and $13.25 in Melbourne CBD. 

• While a small number of parking stations in Brisbane CBD reduced prices, this was not 
enough to offset the increases at many locations. There was a reduction from 7 to 4 
parking stations in Brisbane CBD charging a maximum of $89 in this survey. However, 
one parking station increased rates to a maximum of $97 

• Prices in Brisbane CBD increased for all length of stays recorded. The highest increase 
was 9.4% for stays between 30 minutes and 1 hour (see Figure 5)  

 
Figure 5 Percentage price change since 2018/19, Brisbane CBD 
 

 
 
Since 2001, average weekday casual car parking rates in Brisbane’s CBD have more than 
quadrupled1. The high cost of casual user parking in Brisbane cannot be justified on the grounds 
that it deters motorists from driving during peak hour into the CBD as many casual users seek to 
visit outside of peak hour congestion. Additionally, a reasonable proportion of traffic entering the 
CBD is ‘through’ traffic and is therefore not parking.  

                                                 
1 The Price of Parking in Brisbane CBD and Comparison with Prices In Other Australian Capital Cities, RACQ/TTM 12 April 
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Employment related activities have increased in the CBD over the last decade while car park 
numbers have been constrained, resulting in a higher proportion of car parks owned or leased by 
CBD businesses. These car parks contribute to congestion as presumably many are used for 
work commutes of senior managers. This may have reduced the proportion of car parks 
available for casual short term use and thus increased prices. On street parking is also being 
utilised by those entering the CBD for meetings as the cheaper rates make it more affordable 
than short term off street parking. 
 
RACQ believes it is time for a rethink on how to improve mobility in the inner city without 
excessive parking rates that restrict the diversity of activities in, and access to, the CBD. 
Since 2010/11 many of Brisbane’s parking rate increases have been above inflation, suggesting 
that parking operators are still in a comfortable oligopoly position and are able to extract 
maximum prices from motorists.  
 
The availability of large discounts, however, suggests there is competition to fill car parks during 
low-use periods. This provides the opportunity for those who pre-plan their CBD parking 
requirements to save a substantial amount compared with the published fees. 

On-street parking – Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBD areas 
 
While off-street parking was the main focus of this report, an analysis of on-street parking rates 
(weekdays, up to 3 hours, in the core CBD area) reveals that two of the three major cities 
increased on-street parking prices since the previous survey in 2018/19. 
 
Brisbane CBD is cheapest at $5.00/hr (was $4.90/hr, a 2% increase), Melbourne CBD is next 
best and remained at $7.00/hr in this survey, with Sydney CBD the most expensive at $7.40/hr 
(was $7.20/hr). 

Weekend Parking – Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBD areas 
 
The average weekend parking rates for the largest capital city CBDs are shown in Figure 6. 
 
Average weekend casual parking rates are significantly cheaper than weekday parking costs in 
the Brisbane, Melbourne and Sydney CBD areas studied. 
 
The average weekend parking rate for the Brisbane CBD has increased from $12.59 in 2018/19 
to $13.94 in 2018/19. Brisbane CBD average weekend parking rates are similar to the average 
weekend Melbourne CBD rate of $13.78, but much cheaper than the Sydney CBD average rate 
of $21.39. 
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Figure 6 – Average weekend parking rates for Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBDs 
 

 
Note: These numbers do not include a small proportion of parking stations where weekend rates are the same as weekday 
rates. The ‘General Maximum Cost’ and ‘General Minimum Cost’ were the highest rates nominated by the parking operators for 
all day parking. No discounts have been applied.  

Night Parking – Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBD areas 
 
The average weekday night parking rates for Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBDs are shown 
in Figure 7 below. The average weekday night parking rate is modest in Brisbane and Melbourne 
while Sydney is almost double the cost.  
 
Average weekday evening/night rates in the three major capital CBD areas remained relatively 
stable. Brisbane CBD increased from $12.67 in 2018/19 to $13.74 in 2019/20. Sydney CBD 
average weekday evening/night rates decreased slightly to $21.43 while Melbourne CBD 
increased slightly to $13.25.On average it is significantly cheaper for casual users to park after 
5pm rather than during the daytime on a weekday in Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBD 
areas. 
 
Figure 7 – Average night parking rate (Weekday) for Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne 
CBD areas 
 

 
Note: The Average Night Parking Rate was based on the highest rate nominated by the parking operators for weekday evening  
/ night parking, generally between 5pm – 5am. No discounts have been applied. 

$25.00

$49.00

$27.00

$5.00
$10.00 $9.00

$13.94

$21.39

$13.78

$0.00

$10.00

$20.00

$30.00

$40.00

$50.00

Brisbane Sydney Melbourne

General Maximum Cost General Minimum Cost Average Cost

$13.74

$21.43

$13.25

$0.00

$5.00

$10.00

$15.00

$20.00

$25.00

Bris Syd Melb

Average Night Parking Rate 
(Weekday) - CBD areas



 

Title: Brisbane, Sydney and Melbourne CBD Off-street Casual Parking Prices 2019/20 

Issued Date: July 2019 Page: 13 of 16 

 

Hospital Car Park Prices 
 
Thirteen separate off-street car parking stations were included in this analysis and cover major 
hospitals in the Brisbane City Council area. Most of these are not operated by Wilson or Secure. 
Average weekday hospital car park prices have remained relatively stable in 2019/20. Some 
price increases were noted for stays over 8 hours at some parking stations (see Figure 8).   
 
From 1 October 2017, patients and their carers may be eligible for concessional parking at 
Queensland public hospitals. Concessional car parking is available at the Royal Brisbane 
Women’s Hospital, the Prince Charles Hospital and the Princess Alexandra Hospital in the 
Brisbane area. 
 
Figure 8 – Average Weekday Hospital Car Park Prices (Brisbane City Council area) 
 

 

South Brisbane Car Park Prices 
 
Ten separate off-street car parking stations where casual public parking was offered in the South 
Brisbane area were included in this analysis. Most were operated by Wilson or Secure Parking. 
Average weekday South Brisbane car park prices were approximately half of that in the Brisbane 
CBD area, however average weekend prices were substantially higher than in the Brisbane CBD 
area ($23.00).   
 
Figure 9 – Average Weekday Parking Prices (South Brisbane) 
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Brisbane Airport Car Park Prices 
 
Average casual parking rates are presented below for AIRPARK Everyday, ParkShort and 
ParkLong parking stations at Brisbane Airport.  
 
AIRPARK Everyday prices are for outdoor parking and require users to park away from the 
Terminal buildings and catch a complimentary bus shuttle to and from the Airport Terminal. 
ParkShort is generally for parking up to 4 hours with ParkLong 4 hours or more.  
 
Average casual parking prices have remained relatively stable since 2018/19.  
 
Prices rise steeply after 4 hours at ParkShort, including additional days which are charged at 
$55/day. ParkLong is more suited to longer stays, including multiple days where extra days are 
charged at $20/day or less depending on length of stay.  
 
Motorists can access discounts by pre-booking car parking at ParkShort and ParkLong.  
 
Figure 10 – Average Parking Prices (Brisbane Airport) 
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Parking Discounts (Online and Promotional) 
 
If discounts are not applied, the current casual parking rate structure favours long term (>4 
hours) and early-bird parking, and discourages short term visits to the CBD for shopping, 
recreation, attending events or going to movies and restaurants. 
 
Weekday casual parking rates are still high. However since the 2011/12 survey there has been 
an influx of online discounts for pre-booking parking spots as well as other promotional offers 
and deals that can provide significant savings for parkers.  
 
The Brisbane City Council (BCC) website also details current parking offers in Brisbane City 
www.visitbrisbane.com.au/parking including those at the BCC owned parking stations at King 
George Square and Wickham Terrace. 
 
Brisbane City Council - King George Square and Wickham Terrace car parks 
Offer 1*: Park up to 15 minutes for FREE 
King George Square and Wickham Terrace Car Parks 
Enter any time and park up to 15 minutes for free 
 
Offer 2*: Special Weekend Parking 
King George Square and Wickham Terrace Car Parks 
$5 per day 
Saturday: Entry from 5:30am and exit before midnight 
Sunday: Entry from 5:30am and exit before 11pm 
 
Offer 3*: Special Evening Parking 
King George Square and Wickham Terrace Car Parks 
$5 only, Monday to Friday - Park from 4.30pm and exit before midnight 
 
Offer 4*: Special Early Bird Offer at King George Square Car Park ONLY 
$20 only, park before 7am and exit between 1-6pm 
 
Electric and hybrid vehicles* 
Drivers of full electric and hybrid vehicles pay half the casual parking fee during certain weekday 
hours. More information can be found here: 
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/traffic-and-transport/parking-in-brisbane/car-parks  
 
*All offers are subject to availability and correct as at 19 July 2019  

 
Some of the offers that have been available at other off-street car parks in the CBD are shown 
below2: 
 
Secure Parking: 
‘Secure-a-spot’ – savings by pre-booking a parking spot – savings of up to 60% available at 
some car parks (depending on day, time and length of stay) 
http://www.secureparking.com.au/secure-a-spot  
 
 Wilson Parking: 
‘Book-a-bay’ parking www.bookabay.com.au – Discounts if you pre-book. Access to exclusive 
discounts that are only available online. 

                                                 
2 Discounts shown relate to information obtained from parking operator websites, 19 July 2019 

http://www.visitbrisbane.com.au/parking
https://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/traffic-and-transport/parking-in-brisbane/car-parks
http://www.secureparking.com.au/secure-a-spot
http://www.bookabay.com.au/
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Conclusions 
 
Brisbane CBD parking costs are currently the second highest in Australia after Sydney CBD. 
Brisbane CBD has the highest charges for 30 minutes and one hour parking, and second highest 
from two hours and above.  
 
The more than quadrupling3 of Brisbane CBD weekday casual parking rates since 2001 
indicates that steep rises have occurred. The increase in parking rates for Brisbane since 2001 
suggests a level of oligopolistic pricing. 
 
The advice to motorists is to support the cheaper carparks and plan their visits to the CBD by 
booking online and utilising early-bird rates. Significant savings can be made on weekdays by 
parking at South Brisbane and travelling to the Brisbane CBD, and conversely on weekends, 
parking in Brisbane CBD area and travelling to South Brisbane. 
 
There are many competing demands for on-street parking space such as loading, bus and taxi 
zones, general parking and car share spaces in the CBD. On-street parking rates are cheaper in 
the Brisbane CBD area ($5.00/hr) than in Melbourne CBD ($7.00/hr) and Sydney CBD ($7.40/hr) 
for up to 3 hour parking meters. This is a good outcome for Brisbane but the large difference 
between on-street and off-street parking rates increases the volume of circulating traffic 
searching for an on-street space to save money. This can add substantially to the level of traffic 
within the CBD. 
 
RACQ encourages BCC to look to applications and utilise technology (such as in-ground 
sensors) to enable motorists to find the closest available on-street parking bay or other parking 
zone, e.g., loading zones, to minimise traffic needlessly circulating the CBD. CellOPark manage 
the on-street meters and BCC should work with them to enhance this service. 
 
RACQ welcomes the number of improvements BCC have implemented from the Brisbane 
Parking Taskforce. The night and weekend discounts and the 15 minute free parking at BCC’s 
CBD parking stations and non-CBD on-street parking meters has allowed more motorists to 
complete quick inner city tasks outside of peak hours without incurring a high fee. Those who are 
able to pre-book online can also find substantial discounts at many other parking garages.  
 
RACQ commends these efforts to date and supports further implementation of policies that 
improve the availability and reduce the costs of car parking in the inner city. 
 
 

                                                 
3 The Price of Parking in Brisbane CBD and Comparison with Prices In Other Australian Capital Cities, RACQ/TTM 12 April 

2011 


