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MOTORING
CAR COMPARISON

ONE GLANCE AT the 2016 MINI 
Cooper Clubman and Fiat 500 X 
and it’s evident that any link with 

their original namesakes is tenuous in 
the extreme. These are no ‘baby’ cars a 
la the 1959 Morris Mini or 1957 Fiat 500, 
but grown-up offspring in every sense – 
performance, safety, comfort, features and, 
especially, size.

Strictly speaking, the Clubman is a 
stretched hatch – a small station wagon of 

sorts – while the 500 X is a compact SUV. 
But they have plenty in common to justify 
being tested side-by-side. 

MINI COOPER CLUBMAN
At $34,990, the Cooper is the entry level to 
the Clubman range. For the same money, 
you get a choice of six-speed manual or 
six-speed auto (as per our test car) to go 
with a 1.5-litre, turbocharged three-cylinder 
petrol engine that is also found in the BMW 
2 Series Active Tourer.

Bigger than the previous Clubman, the 
newcomer also shares the same platform 
as the Active Tourer. It is 270mm longer 
and 90mm wider than the current five-
door Cooper hatch, which makes it nearly 
identical in these dimensions to the 500 X. 

But more than that, the 2016 Clubman 
is better packaged than its predecessor. A 
full-sized rear door on either side replaces 
the single, token offering that opened into 
traffic, while a pair of spring-loaded ‘barn’ 

NOW FOR
SOMETHING
DIFFERENT…
WELCOME TO THE LATEST TAKE ON TWO OF 
MOTORING’S ALL-TIME ICONIC NAMEPLATES,  
THE MINI AND THE FIAT 500.



The Cooper Clubman is the more 
driver-focused, but for small cars 
both boast the practicality and 
functionality to fulfil the role of 
an everyday drive without major 
compromise. At the same time, 
they offer plenty by way of style, 
personality and individuality. n

CONCLUSION

MINI COOPER CLUBMAN
•  SAFETY: ESC, ABS, 6 airbags. 
•  CONNECTIVITY: Multimedia interface 

with 6.5-inch monitor, Bluetooth 
streaming audio, 6 speaker Hi-Fi.

•  WEIGHT (KERB MASS): 1320kg.
•  TYRES: 205/55 R16.
•  TOWING (BRAKED): 1300kg.
•  WARRANTY: 3yr/unlimited km.

FAST FACTS
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doors services the cargo area. Access and 
egress all round is much improved.

By our measurements, in the rear 
there’s more head room and a wider 
seat – even for 180cm-tall passengers 
– than in the Fiat, although better thigh 
support would be appreciated. Up front, 
the Clubman has superior leg room, with 
both cars offering good seat support and 
comfort for the driver.  

Cargo space favours the MINI fractionally 
– 360 litres to 350, which is not as generous 
as some in the small SUV or station wagon 
segments.

With 100kW of power and 220Nm of 
torque, the Cooper trails the 500 X by 
25kW and 30Nm. However, the former hits 
its straps lower in the rev range (by some 
1000+rpm) and, with 85kg less to haul 
(1320 pays 1405kg), overall driveability is 
better. Claimed 0-100km/h is 9.1 seconds.

The Clubman steers and handles very 
much in the entertaining and dynamic 
manner we have come to expect of the 
modern MINI. If anything, a wheelbase 
longer than the Cooper hatch endows it 
with a more planted feel on road.    

ADR combined cycle fuel consumption is 
5.4 litres/100km (95 PULP). 

FIAT 500 X CROSS PLUS
The 500 X is an all-new model designed at 
Centro Stile in Turin, Italy, where designers 
leveraged the character and iconic features 
of the 500 Light hatch into a larger and 
more mature package based on Jeep 
Renegade underpinnings. 

At $39,000, the Cross Plus is the range 
topper of a four-variant (five trim levels)  
line-up. As such, it comes equipped with 
the more powerful of two 1.4-litre, turbo 
petrol four-cylinder engines, nine-speed 
auto and on-demand all-wheel-drive. 

For the compact SUV it is, the Fiat 
handles and performs well although it’s 
short of the hatch-like dynamism of the 
Clubman. The drive experience is enhanced 
by what Fiat calls a ‘Mood Selector’ with 
auto, sport and all-weather options. This 
acts on the engine, brakes, steering and 
transmission to deliver a drive best suited to 
the situation or road surface conditions. 

The nine-speed auto is not as fluent as 
the MINI’s six-speed unit, at times feeling 
jerky and hesitant. ADR combined cycle 
figure is 6.7 litres/100km (95 PULP).  

The ride quality of both cars is biased 
towards firm rather than compliant, and can 
amount to unsettled over typical coarse 
bitumen back roads. The Cooper rides on 
16-inch alloys; the Fiat on 18-inch.

The latter’s interior looks smart and 
the folding front passenger seat is useful, 
though no rear aircon vents is a noticeable 
omission.

The Cooper Clubman comes well 
equipped but is no match for the higher-
specification Cross Plus, which is brimming 
with more safety, security and creature 
comfort features than we have the space 
to list. The 500 X is not short on style, with 
plenty of personalisation options such as 
12 exterior colours and multiple wheel and 
detail designs.

…THE CROSS 
PLUS IS  
BRIMMING 
WITH SAFETY, 
SECURITY AND 
CREATURE 
COMFORTS

FAST FACTS
FIAT 500 X CROSS PLUS
•  SAFETY: ESC, ABS, 7 airbags.
•  CONNECTIVITY: Uconnect system with 

6.5-inch high-resolution touchscreen and 
navigation, Bluetooth streaming audio.

•  WEIGHT (KERB MASS): 1405kg.
•  TYRES: 225/45 R18.
•  TOWING (BRAKED): 1200kg.
•  WARRANTY: 3yr/100,000 km.
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The MINI’s cargo space 
will hold 360 litres.

The Fiat has a 6.5-inch 
high-res touchscreen.

The Fiat interior 
looks smart.
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