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Disclaimer: This report is based on a visual inspection of the Bruce Highway.  While attempts have been made to ensure the 
accuracy of the information contained in this report, the Royal Automobile Club of Queensland makes no statements, representations, 
or guaranties about the accuracy or completeness of it. 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
In October 2011 the RACQ Traffic & Safety Department undertook a road inspection tour of the 
Bruce Highway from Cairns to Caboolture.  This report provides an update to the 2011 Regional 
Road Inspection Tour report and is based on a visual inspection of the Bruce Highway conducted 
June 4-8, 2012. 
 
The 2011 tour included meetings with representatives at Department of Transport and Main 
Roads (DTMR) offices in those regions to gain a better understanding of issues and the current 
condition of the national and state road network in these areas.  It also provided the opportunity to 
better comprehend the difficulties of building and maintaining roads in harsh weather and inferior 
soil conditions.   
 
Where possible, measurements were taken of traffic lanes, shoulders and clear zones.  Visual 
assessments of the roads such as pavement condition, delineation, ride comfort and presence of 
roadside hazards were recorded together with observational surveys of traffic mix.  These 
attributes were logged and are discussed in greater detail within the main report.  
 
The majority of Bruce Highway sections surveyed had common safety problems such as narrow 
segments with limited sealed shoulder width, the presence of roadside hazards and surfaces 
prone to failures.  Proven engineering countermeasures such as widening lanes, sealing 
shoulders, removing hazards or installing safety barriers, improving delineation including installing 
audio tactile line marking and improving intersection safety can help reduce the potential for, and 
severity of, the most common types of crashes that occur on rural highway.   
 
Visual assessments confirm that there is still much to be done to improve the safety and amenity 
of the Bruce Highway.  While funding has increased over recent years, a general lack of capital 
investment on the Bruce Highway over many years means that there is a backlog of safety, flood 
immunity and capacity projects needed to raise the standard of this highway.   
 
The increase in general traffic, tourism and the heavy vehicle freight task combined with adverse 
weather conditions and poor in-situ soil types has accelerated pavement damage with limited 
maintenance funding levels being generally unable to manage and maintain the quality of roads. 
 
The flooding in early 2011 extensively damaged significant lengths of state and national highways 
in Queensland.  Access to Natural Disaster Relief and Recovery Arrangement (NDRRA) funding 
has provided an opportunity to rebuild roads to a higher width standard with improved drainage 
and resilience to future damage, however this funding does not extend to raising the level of the 
roadway, meaning that these sections are likely to be flooded again in the future. 
 
While NDRRA funding has provided a much needed life line to roads damaged prior to, or by the 
floods, the RACQ believes that a greater level of maintenance funding is required over much of 
Queensland’s road network to maintain the road to a suitable standard.  If this does not occur, 
roads could rapidly deteriorate again.  Capital investment is also required to address safety 
deficiencies, increase capacity and improve flood immunity.  
 
The RACQ believes that money spent on improving the safety of our roads is an investment, 
rather than a cost to the community, with the benefit of a reduction in the social costs of crashes. 
Improvements to capacity, flood immunity and widening can also produce economic benefits by 
improving freight and general traffic efficiency, decreasing wear and tear on vehicles and 
reducing vehicle emissions.  
 
Table 1 provides recommendations for improvements on the Bruce Highway.  A more detailed 
discussion on each road segment can be found within the main report, with a detailed summary of 
recommendations table found in Appendix A. 
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 Table 1 – Bruce Highway (Cairns to Caboolture) 
 

Bruce Highway  
Road Segment 

Additional 
overtaking 

lanes 

Widen  
(10-11m seal) 

Rehabilitate / 
Strengthen 

Hazard removal 
/ protection 

Improve flood 
immunity 

Cairns to Townsville      

Townsville to Mackay      

Mackay to Rockhampton      

Rockhampton to Childers      

Childers to Cooroy      

Cooroy to Caboolture × × ×  × 
*Please see Appendix A for a summary of recommendation for each road segment. 

 

KEY Required  
 Not required × 
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INTRODUCTION  
 
This report provides an update of the current condition of the Bruce Highway and builds on the 
information gathered during the 2011 Regional Road Inspection Tour. The information contained 
in this document is based on visual inspections and measurements of the Bruce Highway 
conducted in October 3 - 7, 2011 and June 4 - 8, 2012. The route followed is shown below: 
 
Bruce Highway, (1750km) 
 

 Bruce Highway – Cairns to Brisbane 
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Bruce Highway – Cairns to 
Caboolture Regional Road 
Tour 
 

Bruce Highway (Cairns - 
Cardwell) 
 
The southern approach to Cairns suffers 
congestion issues.  The range to the west of 
Cairns City constricts residential 
development to a relatively narrow corridor 
on the eastern coastline with large residential 
areas to the south of Cairns (including other 
towns such as Edmonton & Gordonvale) built 
alongside the Bruce Highway.   
 
The highway therefore serves a local trip 
function as well as a long distance travel 
function.  The lack of alternative corridors 
means that the Bruce Highway carries 
significant traffic volumes and is struggling to 
cope with traffic volumes under its current 
configuration.    
 
From the southern outskirts of Cairns to 
Gordonvale intersection frequency is regular, 
and traffic volumes are high.  Edmonton to 
Gordonvale is single lane and should be 
duplicated to relieve frustration for drivers 
stuck behind slow moving traffic.  
 
While it is not always possible, rationalising 
direct access points to/from driveways and 
intersections by strategically placing service 
roads, or by allowing only left turn 
movements from side roads combined with 
safer median u-turn areas, can improve 
safety along this section.         
 
The road surface is generally wide (8m+) but 
ideally the Bruce Highway (part of the 
national road network) should optimally be 
constructed to an 11m profile (at least 10m) 
consisting of two 3.5m lanes and a 2.0m 
sealed shoulder on both sides of the road. 
This profile offers drivers a stable paved 
recovery area if they depart from their lane 
and also improves safety by providing room 
for vehicles to stop on the shoulder out of the 
through traffic lane in the event of a 
breakdown.  
 
The road surface is in relatively good 
condition but there are some pot holes that 
have formed in the left (outer) wheel path 

and the centre of the road just north of 
Fishery Falls (approx. 45km south of Cairns).  
There were also surface failures between 
Babinda and Deeral.  Transport and Main 
Roads Cairns region will undertake flood 
recovery repair works (rehabilitate and 
strengthen) in the near future to eliminate 
these surface failures.    
 

 
 
The widening and formalising of drainage 
(concrete drains) at Eubenangee Swamp 
has been completed.  This section was a 
safety issue due to its narrow design, 
substandard alignment and the tree canopy 
which dropped foliage and prevented the 
road from drying, making the road slippery. 
There are plans to eventually realign this 
section in the future. 
 

 
 
The road width is mostly 9m with a good 
surface condition overall.  There are some 
rough sections including just north and south 
of El Arish (approx. 130km south of Cairns) 
where there are surface failures and a rough 
surface, especially on approach to level 
crossings. 
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The road is in generally good condition from 
Tully to Cardwell, including the Murray Flats 
area, and is constructed to a 9m standard.  
 
There are tree-lined sections and generally a 
clear zone exists however clear zones could 
be extended out past 9m to reduce the 
potential for any injuries as a result of a run-
off road crash. 
 
Audio Tactile Line Marking (ATLM) is present 
on the edge lines and some centre lines, 
including a section just north of Innisfail 
where ATLM has been used on the broken 
dividing line.  This was either ATLM over a 
painted line, or the ATLM treatment being 
used to simulate dividing lines. 
 

 
 

Bruce Highway (Cardwell - 
Townsville) 
 
The road surface condition is good south of 
Cardwell with sections of new seal south of 
Cardwell but it was noted that roadside 
safety could be improved by removing 

hazards such as trees or improving drop offs 
from the pavement to drains.  While there is 
an established clear zone for the most part, 
there are short sections with trees closer 
than 9m as well as individual trees close to 
the road at other locations. 
 

 
 
The Cardwell Range upgrade is continuing to 
realign, widen and improve the safety of the 
Cardwell Range.  Construction of this project 
was delayed during the wet season however 
completion of the project was not 
significantly affected and it should be open in 
late 2012 (weather permitting) offering a 
much safer, more reliable and more efficient 
crossing of the Cardwell Range, especially 
for heavy vehicles.  
 

 
 
The road width was narrow (between 7-8m) 
and the road was rough for 5km south of the 
Cardwell Range (Gairloch Floodway, Ripple 
Creek) but improves into Ingham (approx. 
245km south of Cairns and 110km north of 
Townsville).   
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The RACQ believes that a 20 year Bruce 
Highway upgrade strategy should include an 
Ingham to Cardwell Range deviation project, 
which should include an Ingham bypass and 
flood immunity improvements at Gairloch 
floodway / Ripple Creek to improve freight 
efficiency, flood immunity and safety.   
 
In general, from Ingham to Townsville, the 
road is generally wide and in good condition.  
Roadside hazard removal is still required to 
reduce the chances of serious injuries in run-
off road crashes.   
 
Some intersections could also use 
Channelised Right Turn (CHR) type 
intersections (or widened shoulders) as there 
are no protected right turn pockets at some 
locations. 
 

 
 
It is recommended that sealed widths be 
strengthened and widened to 11m width 
(10m minimum).  A wider seal can allow a 
narrow centre median to be marked to 
reduce the potential for head-on crashes. 
 
Overtaking demand is a safety concern 
over much of this section due to current 
traffic volumes and a high percentage of 
slow moving/heavy vehicles.  While there 
are good overtaking lanes and 
opportunities north of Townsville, 
additional overtaking lanes are required 
including duplication where appropriate. 
 
Roadsides are generally good but there 
are sections where roadside hazards 
could be removed or protected, including 
extending clear zones out past 9m to 
reduce the potential for injury. 

There are many intersections and access 
points (e.g., driveways) which may need 
to be rationalised, considered for turning 
movement bans or upgraded to provide 
safe turning pockets and deceleration 
lanes of sufficient length.  Channelised 
right (CHR) turn treatments minimise 
conflicts at uncontrolled intersections. 
 
The RACQ also recommends that ATLM 
be extended along the edge and centre 
lines, especially on approach to curves, 
crests, culverts and bridges.  As 
mentioned above, a narrow median 
treatment with ATLM markings could be 
considered on wider sealed sections to 
improve safety.  
 
Priority projects – Far North / Northern 
Region 
 

 Upgrade southern approach to 
Cairns (capacity, safety and flood 
immunity) 

 Duplicate between Edmonton and 
Gordonvale (capacity, safety and 
flood immunity) 

 Cattle Ck and Frances Ck upgrade 
bridges and approaches (safety, 
capacity and flood immunity) 

 Ingham to Cardwell Range 
Deviation including Gairloch 
floodway to Ripple Ck and Ingham 
bypass (freight efficiency, flood 
immunity and capacity) 

 

Bruce Highway (Townsville - 
Bowen) 
 
South of Townsville the road formation width 
is 9m+ with good road shoulders and a good 
quality surface. Roadsides are generally safe 
and well maintained however there are some 
tree lined sections which offer a 9m clear 
zone.  While this is good standard there is 
still a chance of an errant vehicle hitting 
trees, especially where there is a sloped 
embankment. 
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Heavy vehicles (and slower moving vehicles) 
are frequently encountered and although 
there are overtaking lanes and reasonable 
overtaking opportunities, more overtaking 
options could be beneficial to reduce driver 
frustration and allow safe overtaking 
manoeuvres to be performed.  
 

 
 
At approximately 40km north of Ayr there are 
a number of narrow bridges e.g., Houghton 
River bridge, which are substandard in width 
(~6.5m) and leave little room for error when 
encountering a passing heavy vehicle.  
 

 
 
The road through Brandon has been 
resurfaced, with the road narrowing 
immediately north of Brandon for 1-2km 
(although roadsides are good). The road 
soon widens out into a new section with 
overtaking lane.  
 
Between Ayr and Bowen (approx. 105km) 
the road is in good condition and is generally 
wide (9m+).  The road alignment is typically 
flat and straight and the roadsides are free of 
hazards for the most part.  Audio Tactile Line 
Marking (ATLM) is used on the edge line 
(and centre line) in sections. 
 
There are some narrow creek crossings 
approximately 25km south of Home Hill, 
including Yellow Gin Creek. 
 

 
 
Sandy Creek, just north of Bowen was 
narrow and in poor condition on a previous 
inspection tour in 2011, however road works 
have commenced in this section and this 
should improve safety. 
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Road works were also taking place 
immediately north of Bowen for 
approximately 2km. 
 

Bruce Highway (Bowen - 
Mackay) 
 
Major road works have almost been 
completed immediately south of Bowen 
where the road surface had failed.  Drainage 
works appear to be the last part of this work. 
 
The road was wide (9m+) between Bowen 
and Proserpine and was in good condition 
overall.  Additional overtaking lanes would be 
beneficial in this section.  The roadsides are 
generally free of hazards but there are some 
trees that are closer than 9m.  While sections 
near Bowen offer approximately 9m clear 
zone to trees, this may not necessarily 
prevent injuries as a result of run-off road 
crashes. While a 9m clear zone will not 
totally eliminate injuries, it serves to reduce 
the chance/potential to hit an object as well 
as reduce the speed at impact. 
 

 

The road was generally wide from 
Proserpine to Calen (apart from a narrow 
bridge/culvert) with good road shoulders with 
some patching present.  However there were 
tree-lined sections (to Mackay) which could 
pose a hazard to a vehicle leaving the road.  
 

 
 
The Goorganga Plains area (approximately 
10km) is susceptible to flooding but will 
require significant investment to improve 
flood immunity.  
 
More overtaking lanes are required from 
Bowen to Mackay.  Currently there are some 
overtaking lanes being constructed, with 
more to come in the near future.  This should 
help to reduce driver frustration at being held 
up by a slower moving vehicle for significant 
periods of time, and make overtaking much 
safer. 
 

 
 
The terrain is hilly and horizontal road 
alignment is winding near The Leap 
(approximately 25km north of Mackay) which 
can restrict overtaking opportunities.  
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However, some overtaking lanes are 
provided.   
 
Again the roadsides could be improved, as 
there are still tree lined sections, with some 
trees being within a 9m clear zone. These 
should be prioritised for removal, or 
protected by safety barrier. 
 
In general the Calen to Mackay section is 
generally wide and in good condition, 
although the section north of Mackay can be 
prone to surface failures.      
 
Overall the Bruce Highway from 
Townsville to Mackay is generally wide 
(9m+).  There are a number of narrow 
bridges which should be widened for 
safety and investigated for flood 
immunity improvements e.g., Haughton 
Bridge. 
 
Regular delays at road works can be 
expected along this section as part of the 
flood recovery effort to rebuild roads 
damaged by the floods in early 2011. This 
will continue for the next few years.  
Drivers should factor extra time into their 
journey to avoid frustration and ensure 
they arrive at their destination on time.   
 
A lack of overtaking lanes still exists 
along this section, especially considering 
the traffic volumes and mix of heavy 
freight and slower moving vehicles such 
as caravans and oversize loads.  
 
More overtaking lanes are therefore 
required, some of which will be delivered 
over the next few years following an 
announcement by the Federal 
Government to install 50 overtaking lanes 
from Curra to Cairns1.    
 
Roadsides are generally good but there 
are sections where roadside hazards 
could be removed or protected.  A 9m 
clear zone is a good standard for making 
roadsides more forgiving; however an 
errant vehicle could still reach the trees in 
a run-off road crash.  In this case, the 
severity of a crash may be reduced, but 
injuries could still be severe.  This is 

                                                 
1
 

http://www.minister.infrastructure.gov.au/aa/releases/

2011/March/aa041_2011.aspx  

especially the case there is an 
embankment sloping towards the hazard. 
 
The RACQ also recommends that ATLM 
be extended along the edge and centre 
lines, especially on approach to curves, 
crests, culverts and bridges.  A fatigue 
median treatment like that used on the 
Bruce Highway, Cooroy to Curra section, 
may be beneficial in the wider sections 
between Mackay and Townsville to 
reduce the potential for fatigue related 
crashes. 
 
Priority projects – North Region / Mackay 
Region 
 

 Bruce Hwy - Burdekin Deviation 
(safety, capacity and flood 
immunity) 

 Bruce Hwy – additional overtaking 
lanes (Townsville to Mackay) and 
ideally duplicate Sarina to Mackay 
(safety and capacity) 

 Bruce Hwy – Goorganga Plains 
(south of Proserpine) including 
bridges and approaches (safety 
and capacity) 

 

Bruce Highway (Mackay - 
Marlborough) 
 
While the road width is 9m+ between 
Mackay and Sarina, the road can be prone to 
failures and carries a high traffic volume.   
 
There are some overtaking lanes, however 
due to traffic volumes more are required.  As 
traffic volumes continue to increase there will 
be a need to duplicate the highway from 
Mackay to Sarina. 
 
The road continues to be 9m+ and is in good 
condition overall south of Sarina.  A fatigue 
management signing scheme has been used 
along this section and ATLM is present on 
the edge line and occasionally on the centre 
line, but could be extended to all lengths.  
 
Tree-lined sections and point hazards (e.g., 
single trees, culverts) at the roadside 
between Mackay and Rockhampton could be 
cleared or protected to improve the overall 
safety, especially as this is an identified 
driver fatigue crash zone. 
 

http://www.minister.infrastructure.gov.au/aa/releases/2011/March/aa041_2011.aspx
http://www.minister.infrastructure.gov.au/aa/releases/2011/March/aa041_2011.aspx
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The Bruce Highway is posted at 110km/h 
south of Clairview (approx. 100km to 
Marlborough). At approximately 80km north 
of Marlborough the road width narrows to 7 - 
8m in sections for 30km (until Granite Creek) 
with limited (or no) sealed shoulder width.   
 
Broken edges are present where trucks drop 
wheels off the sealed surface due to the 
limited width.  
 

 

It is important to note that this section is due 
for widening works in the near future but still 
remains a safety issue for motorists at this 
time. 
 
Works have started on the Waverley Creek 
rest area to encourage tired drivers to take a 
break.  The all weather facility includes long 
lengths of parking for heavy vehicles, 
upgraded lighting, a safer entry/exit point 
using a CHR intersection treatment and 
improved lighting and toilet facilities. 
 
Fatigue signing is still present, including a 
trivia game where a question is posed and 
then answered further on using roadside 
signs.  ATLM is present on the edge line 
markings, but can also be found outside of 
the edge line (see below). 
 

 
 
The last 20km north of Marlborough is good 
quality where it appears shoulder widening 
has taken place and embankment works and 
drainage have been formalised at the sides 
of the road, although the width and quality 
does drop in the last 5km to Marlborough.   
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Bruce Highway (Marlborough - 
Rockhampton) 
 
The road south of Marlborough has both 
rough and smooth sections while the width 
also varies in sections between 7m and 11m. 
 
The narrow sections are: 

 10km south of Marlborough (7-8m for 
3km) 

 30km south of Marlborough (7.5m for 
25km) 

 70km south of Marlborough (8m for 
10km) 

 

 
 
There are tree-lined sections between 
Marlborough and Rockhampton which pose 
a risk to motorists in a run-off road crash.   
 
The roadsides would be more forgiving of 
driver error if hazard removal and/or safety 
barriers were used along this section, 
especially on curves. 
 

 
 

Overtaking lanes are required along this 
section, especially north of Rockhampton 
City.   
 
ATLM use should be extended to all edge 
lines and preferably the centre line, 
especially on curves, crests and bridge 
approaches.  Barrier line ATLM was noted 
on some curves north of Rockhampton this 
should be continued throughout this section. 
 
On wider sections the road authority should 
consider a similar painted median treatment 
to that used on the Cooroy to Curra stretch 
of road (a painted median island separating 
opposing traffic streams by approximately 
1m).  This has been achieved by narrowing 
the lanes slightly to accommodate the 
median markings and includes ATLM to 
provide an indication to the driver of poor 
lane positioning. 
 
Overall the Bruce Highway from Mackay 
to Rockhampton has varying road width, 
road condition and ride quality.  While 
some sections offer a wide (11m) profile 
(two 3.5m lanes, 2m shoulders) there are 
substandard sections as narrow as 7m.   
 
Any sections below 8m should be 
prioritised for widening to a minimum of 
10m and preferably 11m standard in the 
future. 
 
Considering the traffic volumes and mix 
of heavy freight and oversize loads 
encountered, overtaking lanes are 
required more frequently along this 
section, especially from Mackay to 
Sarina.   
 
As this length is an identified driver 
fatigue crash zone, the RACQ also 
recommends that ATLM be extended 
along the edge and centre lines, 
especially on approach to curves, crests, 
culverts and bridges.  Consideration 
should also be given for a similar painted 
median treatment to that used on the 
Cooroy to Curra stretch of road (a painted 
median island separating opposing traffic 
streams by approximately 1m) on wider 
sections. 
 
The Mackay to Rockhampton link is tree-
lined in sections which poses a hazard 
for run-off-road type crashes.  Roadside 



RACQ Regional Road Inspection Tour 2012

 

 

 
13 

hazards should be removed or protected 
as much as possible to reduce the risk to 
occupants of an errant vehicle leaving the 
road. 
 
Regular delays at road works can be 
expected south of Mackay as part of the 
flood recovery effort to rebuild roads 
damaged by the floods in early 2011. This 
will continue for the next few years.  
Drivers should factor extra time into their 
journey to avoid frustration and ensure 
they arrive at their destination on time.   
 
Priority projects – Mackay Region / 
Fitzroy Region 
 

 Bruce Hwy – more overtaking 
lanes (Mackay to Rockhampton) 
and ideally duplicate Sarina to 
Mackay (safety and capacity) 

 

Bruce Highway (Rockhampton – 
Childers) 
 
Immediately south of Rockhampton City is 
the Yeppen floodplain which regularly floods.  
Improvements will be costly but are required 
to ensure the road is not cut for extended 
periods.   Works had just started on the 
Yeppen roundabout and bridge upgrade. 
 
The road is generally wide (9m+) south of 
the floodplains area and is in generally good 
condition with good clear roadsides.   
 

 
 
Fitzroy Region received approximately $1b in 
NDRRA funding due to damage caused by 
the flooding in early 2011.  Journeys are 
regularly interrupted by road works and this 
will continue until the program ends in 2014. 

The road alignment is winding and hilly 
between north of Calliope and south of 
Benaraby with small sections of narrow 
width.  Roadside hazards can be an issue 
close to the seal, especially north of 
Benaraby.  

 
The road width is generally wide south of 
Miriam Vale but it still has some narrow 
sections.  Tree-lined sections are still 
common.  
 
There is good use of wire rope safety 
barriers at overtaking lanes which could be 
extended to other sections with hazardous 
roadside objects. 
 

 
 
The speed limit was dropped to 90km/h on a 
25km section just north of Gin Gin due to 
poor horizontal and vertical alignment, 
substandard road width and a poor crash 
history.  Funding has been allocated 
($100m) for the upgrade of this section to a 
much higher quality standard, improved 
alignment and better overtaking opportunities 
through the range section.  
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Overall the Bruce Highway from 
Rockhampton to Gin Gin has varying 
road width, road condition and ride 
quality.  Narrow sections are common 
and roadside hazards are a problem.    
 
Any sections below 8m should be 
prioritised for widening (to 11m standard) 
and roadside hazards should be removed 
or protected as much as possible to 
reduce the risk to occupants of an errant 
vehicle leaving the road. 
 
ATLM should also be extended along the 
edge and centre lines, especially on 
approach to curves, crests, culverts and 
bridges.   
 
Again overtaking is an issue due to traffic 
volumes and a mix of heavy freight and 
oversize vehicles.  More overtaking lanes 
are required along this section.   
 
Regular delays at road works can be 
expected along this section as part of the 
flood recovery effort to rebuild roads 
damaged by the floods in early 2011. This 
will continue for the next few years.  
Drivers should factor extra time into their 
journey to avoid frustration and ensure 
they arrive at their destination on time.   
 
Priority projects – Fitzroy / Wide Bay 
Region 
 

 Bruce Hwy - Yeppen floodplain 
(flood immunity, freight efficiency, 
capacity) 

 Bruce Hwy – Rockhampton to 
Gladstone – more overtaking lanes 

and ideally duplicate (safety, 
capacity and freight access to 
port) 

 Bruce Hwy – Duplicate from 
Benaraby to Dawson Hwy 
(capacity safety and freight access 
to port) 

 

Bruce Highway (Childers - 
Cooroy) 
 
The road width varies between Childers and 
the Maryborough turnoff.  In general there 
are sections with 7m and 8m profile which 
should be widened.   The road surface can 
be rough and is prone to surface failures.   
 

 
 
ATLM is used on the edge line in sections 
and overtaking is restricted by high traffic 
volumes and slower moving vehicles.  The 
road width also varies (over small sections) 
south of Maryborough.  
 

 
 
Shoulder widening had taken place 
approximately 55km north of Gympie 
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bringing the total seal width to around 11m, 
enough for a vehicle to perform an 
emergency stop on the sealed shoulder out 
of the traffic stream. 
 

 
 
There are frequent overtaking lanes in this 
section however there is still justification for 
more and possible duplication in the future 
subject to traffic volumes. 
 
Another high crash risk section (Curra to 
Cooroy) exists starting approximately 15km 
north of Gympie and continues south to 
Cooroy.  A 90km/h speed limit was 
introduced in early 2009.   
 
More recently a median treatment has been 
installed by narrowing lane widths to 3m and 
providing a 1m painted median with ATLM 
treatment.  This prevents overtaking and 
reduces potential for head-on crashes. 
 

 
 
The high crash risk / lower speed limit 
(90km/h) section continues south of Gympie 
to Cooroy (approx. 40km).   
 

This section suffers from poor vertical and 
horizontal alignment, dangerous roadsides, 
lack of overtaking opportunities, frequent 
intersections and high traffic volumes, 
including a high heavy vehicle percentage.   
 
All of these factors combined lead to a very 
risky section of road, and this has translated 
into a poor crash history including many 
fatalities.   
 

 
 

 
 
Safety improvements have been made at the 
Matilda service station south of Gympie  
separating northbound left turning and 
through traffic streams by provision of an 
extended slip lane / exit ramp.   
 
This prevents those vehicles exiting the 
highway from turning at the intersection, and 
improves visibility of oncoming vehicles 
when turning left or right from the service 
station onto the Bruce Highway. 
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The Bruce Highway – Cooroy to Curra 
(Section B) upgrade from Sankeys Rd to 
Traveston Rd (12km) is progressing and is 
due for completion in 2012.   
 
The upgrade will be constructed to a four 
lane motorway standard to improve road 
safety, efficiency and flood immunity and 
cater for traffic growth. 
 

 
 
The RACQ would like to see Section A - 
Cooroy to Sankeys Rd (13km), Section C - 
Traveston Rd to Keefton Rd (11km) and 
Section D - Gympie (including Gympie 
Bypass) to Curra (26km) constructed as 
successive projects to deliver road safety, 
efficiency and flood improvements benefits to 
motorists in as short a timeframe as 
possible. 
 
Overall the Bruce Highway from Childers 
to Cooroy has varying road width, road 
condition and ride quality.  Narrow 
sections still exist and roadside hazards 
are a problem.    
 

Any sections below 8m width should be 
prioritised for widening to at least a 10m, 
preferably 11m standard. 
 
Roadside hazards should be removed or 
protected as much as possible to reduce 
the risk to occupants of an errant vehicle 
leaving the road. 
 
Overtaking is an issue due to high traffic 
volumes, poor road alignment and a mix 
of heavy freight and oversize vehicles.  
More overtaking lanes are required along 
this section, including duplication where 
required.   
 
ATLM should also be extended along the 
edge and centre lines from Childers to 
Curra, especially on approach to curves, 
crests, culverts and bridges.  If road 
width permits, the painted median 
treatment should be extended north of 
Curra.   
   
Priority projects – Sunshine Coast / Wide 
Bay Region 
 

 Bruce Hwy - Cooroy to Curra - 
Section A (safety and capacity) 

 Bruce Hwy – Cooroy to Curra 
Sections C & D including Gympie 
Bypass (safety, capacity and flood 
immunity) 

 Bruce Hwy – Curra to 
Maryborough - more overtaking 
lanes and ideally duplicate (freight 
efficiency, capacity, safety, flood 
immunity) 

 Bruce Hwy – Maryborough to Isis 
Hwy including Childers Bypass - 
more overtaking lanes and ideally 
duplicate (freight efficiency, 
capacity, safety, flood immunity) 

 

Bruce Highway (Cooroy - 
Caboolture) 
 
The road is a four lane dual carriageway 
configuration south of Cooroy back to 
Caboolture where the road widens to six 
lanes.  Traffic volumes are high along this 
section. 
 
While the road is dual lane divided, 
roadsides and median areas are hazardous 
and unprotected in sections.  This can 
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include trees, steep embankments, 
crossover facilities and culvert / bridge / 
drainage structures. 
 

 
 

 
 
Efforts have been made to improve the 
safety in the median along this section 
including installing safety barriers, widening 
of the median shoulder and improving 
drainage/culverts. 
 

 
 

This practice should continue to all sections 
with median hazards.  Roadsides should 
also be as forgiving as possible, whether that 
be by removing roadside hazards, or 
protecting vehicles from fixed objects by use 
of safety barrier.   
 

 
 
Turning movement bans have been imposed 
at the intersections of Bells Creek Road and 
Roys Road to improve road safety.  These 
intersections have a history of high speed, 
high severity crashes.  
 
There are a number of intersections that 
have direct access to the Bruce Highway.  
These access points should be rationalised if 
possible by use of service roads and safe 
(grade separated) crossing facilities.  
 

 
 
Overall the Bruce Highway from Cooroy 
to Caboolture is wide and in generally 
good condition overall.   
 
Improvements should focus on improving 
road safety by removing or protecting 
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roadside and median hazards, 
rationalising intersections / access 
points, providing high standard entry / 
exit ramps and deliver capacity 
improvements where required.  
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APPENDIX A – Summary of recommendations 
 

 

    Bruce Highway 
 

Road Segment 
Additional 

overtaking lanes 
Widen 

Rehabilitate / 
Strengthen 

Hazard removal 
/ protection 

Improve flood 
immunity 

Cairns to Townsville      

Widen narrow seals to 10-11m profile. Improve overtaking opportunities by installing overtaking lanes and duplicate where 
necessary (southern approach to Cairns including Edmonton to Gordonvale). Rationalise intersection access points and 
improve safety of intersections, including provision of channelised right (CHR) turn treatments. Continue a program to 
install ATLM on the edge line (and centre line, especially on curves, crests and bridge approaches) and consider a 
painted median fatigue treatment on wide sections.. Investigate flood immunity improvements to provide all access road, 
e.g., Cattle & Frances Creeks, Gairloch floodway. 

Townsville to Mackay      

Widen culverts and bridges <8m width, e.g., Haughton River Bridge, Yellow Gin Creek (and others).  Widen seals to 10-
11m profile.  Improve overtaking opportunities by installing additional overtaking lanes. Continue a program to install 
ATLM on the edge line (and centre line, especially on curves, crests and bridge approaches) and consider a painted 
median fatigue treatment on wide sections. Investigate flood immunity improvements to provide all access road, e.g., 
Goorganga Plains. 

Mackay to Rockhampton      

Prioritise widening on substandard narrow sections <8m seal width at 80km north of Marlborough, south to Granite Creek 
(approx. 30km in length), and 10km, 30km and 70km south of Marlborough (various lengths). Widen to 10-11m profile. 
Improve overtaking opportunities by installing additional overtaking lanes, including duplicating Mackay to Sarina. 
Continue a program to install ATLM on the edge line (and centre line, especially on curves, crests and bridge approaches) 
and consider a painted median fatigue treatment on wide sections. Roadside hazard removal (or protection) is required as 
a priority where no clear zone is provided (fixed objects are closer than 9m from the roadway). 

Rockhampton to Childers      

Prioritise widening on substandard narrow sections <8m seal width north and south of Benaraby.  Widen seals to 10-11m 
profile. Improve overtaking opportunities by installing overtaking lanes. Continue a program to install ATLM on the edge 
line (and centre line, especially on curves, crests and bridge approaches) and consider a painted median fatigue 
treatment on wide sections. Investigate flood immunity improvements to provide all access road, e.g.,Yeppen floodplain & 
crossing. Roadside hazard removal (or protection) is required as a priority where no clear zone is provided (fixed objects 
are closer than 9m from the roadway). 

Childers to Cooroy      

Widen narrow seals to 10-11m profile.  Fund and deliver all sections of Cooroy to Curra upgrade (Sections A, C & D) as 
successive projects to deliver road safety, efficiency and flood improvement benefits to motorists. Improve overtaking 
opportunities Childers to Curra by installing additional overtaking lanes. Continue a program to install ATLM on the edge 
line north of Curra, especially on curves, crests and bridge approaches) and consider extending painted median fatigue 
treatment north of Curra. Remove or protect hazardous roadside objects. 

Cooroy to Caboolture X X X  X 

Improve road safety by removing or protecting roadside and median hazards.  Rationalise intersections / direct access 
points, provide high standard entry / exit ramps and deliver capacity improvements (Caboolture to Sunshine Coast) where 
required. 

 

KEY Required  
 Not required X 
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