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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
In August and October 2010 the RACQ Traffic & Safety Department undertook two road 
inspection tours of major Queensland highways in central, north-eastern and southern 
Queensland.   
 
The tour included meetings with representatives at Department of Transport and Main Roads 
(DTMR) offices in those regions to gain a better understanding of issues and the current condition 
of the National and State road network in these areas.  It also provided the opportunity to better 
comprehend the difficulties of building and maintaining roads in harsh weather and inferior soil 
conditions.   
 
General measurements were taken of traffic lanes, shoulders and clear zones.  Visual 
assessments of the roads such as pavement condition, delineation, ride comfort and presence of 
roadside hazards were recorded together with observational surveys of traffic mix.  These were 
logged and are discussed in greater detail within the main report.  
 
The majority of roads surveyed had common safety problems such as narrow lanes, limited 
sealed shoulder width, the presence of roadside hazards and surface failures.  Proven 
engineering countermeasures such as widening lanes, sealing shoulders, installing safety 
barriers, improving delineation including installing audio tactile line marking and improving 
intersection safety can help reduce the potential for, and severity of, crashes that occur on the 
road network.   
 
Visual assessments confirm that there is still much to be done to improve the safety and amenity 
of roads throughout Queensland.  A general lack of capital investment in Queensland’s road 
infrastructure over the years means that narrow, substandard conditions exist on many major 
highways.   
 
The increase in general traffic, tourism and the heavy vehicle freight task combined with adverse 
weather conditions and poor in-situ soil types has accelerated pavement damage with limited 
maintenance funding levels being generally unable to manage and maintain the quality of roads. 
 
The RACQ believes that a greater level of maintenance and capital investment is required over 
much of Queensland’s road network.  The Club also believes that money spent on improving the 
safety of our roads is an investment, rather than a cost to the community, with the benefit of a 
reduction in the social costs of crashes.  
 
Tables 1 and 2 provide recommendations for improvements on the major highways surveyed.  A 
more detailed discussion on each road and road segment can be found within the main report, 
with a more detailed summary of recommendations table found in Appendix B. 
 
Table 1 - Central / North Eastern Queensland 
 

Road 
Widen Rehabilitate / 

Strengthen 
Hazard removal 

/ protection 
Improve flood 

immunity 

Dawson Hwy     

Gregory Hwy     

Gregory Developmental Rd     

Hervey’s Range Developmental Rd     

Bruce Hwy     

Palmerston Hwy & Millaa Millaa - Malanda Rd     

Kennedy Hwy     
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Table 2 - South Eastern Queensland & Wide Bay/Burnett District 
 

Road 
Widen Rehabilitate / 

Strengthen 
Hazard removal 

/ protection 
Improve flood 

immunity 

Cunningham Hwy     

Leichhardt Hwy     

Burnett Hwy     

D’Aguilar Hwy     

 
*Please note that visual inspections of these highways was undertaken prior to major 
flooding and cyclones in Queensland in late 2010 and early 2011.  These severe wet 
weather events caused significant damage to the Queensland road network, including 
those contained in this report.  
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INTRODUCTION  
 
The two week-long trips are shown below: 
 

Central / North Eastern Queensland (1800km) 
(August 23 - 27) 

 

 Dawson Highway 

 Gregory Highway  

 Gregory Developmental Rd 

 Hervey’s Range Developmental Rd 

 Bruce Highway 

South Eastern Queensland / Wide Bay Burnett 
District (2000km) 

           (October 11-15) 
 

 Cunningham Highway 

 Leichhardt Highway  

 Burnett Highway 

 D’Aguilar Highway 
 

 Palmerston Highway

 Kennedy Highway 
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Central / North Eastern 
Regional Road Tour 
 
 

Dawson Highway (Gladstone – 
Biloela) 
 
The road surface is in good condition with a 
wide seal width (9m).  There were two 
overtaking lanes outbound to Calliope. 
 
West of Calliope the road surface is still wide 
but its condition deteriorates with cracked 
sealing present.   
 

 
 
In general it is uneven, bumpy and 
undulating and there are a number of narrow 
bridges where overtaking is not permitted.  
The road alignment is winding and hilly with 
some roadside hazards present.   
 
Audio tactile line marking (ATLM) is present 
on the edge line for the majority of the way to 
Biloela and is used on the centre line at 
curves, crests and crossings. 
 

 

Yellow retro-reflective raised pavement 
markers (RRPMs) provide good delineation 
and are in good condition. 
 
At 70km to Biloela the surface is bumpy in 
areas but is in good overall condition and 
width.  There are minimal roadside hazards.  
Due to the road alignment, overtaking 
opportunities are limited. 
 
At the Calliope Range for approximately 2-
3km the road width narrows to <6m, with no 
shoulders and limited use of guard rail in 
sections.  A major realignment (5km) and 
upgrade is taking place to replace this 
deficient section at a cost of $70 million. 
 

 
 

 
 
The road width continues to be adequate 
except in short sections approximately 35km 
from Biloela over a length of 10km.  
Roadsides are generally clear but some 
trees are located close to the carriageway. 
The road is bumpy in places over the last 
20km to Biloela. 
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In general the road width is good except in 
short sections approximately 35km from 
Biloela over a 10km length where it narrows 
to 7-8m.  Overtaking opportunities are limited 
in sections due to alignment (hilly, rolling, 
winding alignment) and there are some 
roadside hazards. 
 

Dawson Highway (Biloela - 
Rolleston) 
 
West of Biloela there are some pavement 
failures and it is generally bumpy and rough.  
Some surface failures and pot holes are 
present with patching of the surface in 
sections to Banana.  Some narrow culverts 
posed isolated roadside hazards.  
 
Between Banana and Moura the seal width 
is 7.5-8m, rough, bumpy and uneven with 
poor levels of ride comfort.  This section is 
prone to left wheel path failures but these 
have been patched.   
 

 
 
Some depressions and lifting/plucking of 
aggregate from the road surface in the left 
wheel path has been noted. 

 
 
There are narrow sections (<7m) west of 
Moura for approximately 10km that are prone 
to surface failures on the seal edges.  
 

 
 
The surface condition and width is good from 
the Central Highlands border and the road 
alignment is generally flat and straight. 
 
At approximately 90km from Rolleston the 
seal width drops to 7-7.5m and the shoulder 
drops off for a short section.  It is generally 
bumpy with no surface failures, although 
there is some patching.  
 
In general the road surface conditions 
deteriorate at floodways, but the floodways 
on this section are in reasonable condition. 
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The Eleven Mile Creek crossing is 
approximately 7m wide and in very poor 
condition with major failures in the left wheel 
path and shoulders above the culvert.   
 

 
 

 
 
There is no protection from the significant 
drop for an errant vehicle.  This edge failure 
requires strengthening and resurfacing.  An 
ATLM should be provided on the approaches 
to and over the crossing. 
 

 
 
The centre line drops away approximately 
40km from Rolleston with a warning sign 
indicating to KEEP TO CENTRE UNLESS 
PASSING. 
 

 
 

 
 
At 20km from Rolleston (Planet Downs) the 
level of ride comfort is poor over a 3km 
length due to the road surface being rough, 
bumpy, uneven and undulating, especially on 
approach towards, and at, floodways.  The 
road surface then improves to Rolleston.  
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Overall, from Biloela to Rolleston the road 
surface is bumpy and rough and is prone to 
failures in sections, however these have 
generally been patched.   
 
There are narrow sections (<8m width) 
between Banana and 20km west of Moura 
(5.5m – 6m just west of Moura). 
 
There is a major failure of the left wheel path 
and shoulder at the Eleven Mile Creek 
crossing (about 50km from Rolleston) which 
requires immediate attention.  The failed 
surface and edge needs to be reinstated and 
edge line ATLM should be provided on the 
approaches to and over this crossing. 
 
In general the road quality is poor on 
approach to and at floodways. The roadsides 
are generally clear.   

 
 

Dawson Highway (Rolleston - 
Springsure) 
 
For 5km out of Rolleston the road surface is 
narrow (~7m) and generally rough and in 
poor condition with no shoulders. Some 
patch repairs are noted. 
 

 
 
The road then widens to 9m for the rest of 
the journey to Springsure excluding a short 
narrow section approximately 25km from 
Springsure, however the road surface is 
good.  There appeared to be more caravans 
on the Gregory Highway but low volumes of 
vehicles overall.  A truck rest area and 
truck/car stopping bay is located along this 
section. 
 
Overall the Dawson Highway still has 
narrow (<8m) sections and is prone to 
surface failures.  Overtaking 

opportunities are limited due to the 
winding/rolling terrain and some roadside 
hazards exist close to the roadway.  The 
Dawson Highway is still prone to flooding 
at a number of locations. 
 
Improvements should focus on widening 
narrow sections to 8m, rehabilitating and 
strengthening sections prone to surface 
failures, removing or providing protection 
from roadside hazards within the clear 
zone and continuing a program to install 
ATLM on the edge line (and centre line, 
especially on curves and crests).  The 
Eleven Mile Creek crossing requires 
immediate remedial action to address the 
failure of the left wheel path and shoulder 
above the culvert.  Projects to improve 
the flood immunity of the Dawson 
Highway should also be programmed into 
future year budgets. 
 
 

Gregory Highway (Springsure - 
Emerald) 
 
Between Springsure and Emerald the road 
suffers from some isolated surface failures in 
the left wheel path, but the road is wide and 
in very good condition overall with clear 
roadsides.  
 

 
 
The speed limit is posted at 100km/h, 
however a 110km/h speed limit may be 
suitable based on a visual assessment that it 
is flat, straight, has clear roadsides and good 
overtaking opportunities. 
 
There are multiple crossings of the railway 
line within short succession close to 
Emerald. 
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Gregory Highway (Emerald - 
Clermont) 
 
In general the road width from Emerald to 
Clermont is wide (8m+) however the initial 2-
3km north of Emerald is rough and also 
carries a relatively high volume of traffic.  
The road condition then improves to Capella 
with only minor shoulder patching present.  
 
North of Capella the road deteriorates and 
there is environmental cracking and some 
left wheel path failures.  Some repairs are 
evident.  
 

 
 
At approximately 10km north of Capella 
there are some deep unprotected culverts.  
Left wheel path failures including 
environmental/alligator cracking and shifting 
are also noted approximately 40km north of 
Capella. 
 

 
 
The Gregory Highway (Springsure - 
Clermont) is generally wide, has clear 
roadsides and is in good condition apart 
from the section north of Capella to 
Clermont which has some left wheel path 
failures including environmental/alligator 

cracking and shifting. Another safety 
concern in this section is a number of 
deep unprotected culverts.  There are 
areas prone to flooding between 
Springsure and Clermont. 
 
Improvements should focus on 
maintaining the road surface when 
required, including rehabilitating and 
strengthening areas prone to surface 
failures.  The speed limit is posted at 
100km/h between Springsure and 
Emerald, however a 110km/h speed limit 
may be suitable based on a visual 
assessment that it is flat, straight, has 
clear roadsides and good overtaking 
opportunities.  Projects to improve the 
flood immunity should also be 
programmed into future year budgets. 
 
 

Gregory Developmental Road 
(Clermont - Belyando) 
 
The Peak Downs Highway connects Gregory 
Developmental Road to the Gregory 
Highway (~10km in length).  The Peak 
Downs Highway over this 10km section is 
9m wide and in good condition. 
 
The road width varies from narrow to wide 
along the section between Clermont and 
Belyando.  These were at approximately: 
 

 25km north of Clermont (7m width for 
~10km including a single lane 
bridge); 

 45km north of Clermont (6.5m-7m for 
~35km); and 

 125km north of Clermont (40km to 
Belyando Crossing), (7m for ~8km) 
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The surface quality is generally poor along 
narrow sections, some with and some 
without edge lines. 
 
The speed limit between Clermont and 
Belyando is 100km/h and 110km/h in 
sections.  
 
Road works were being undertaken at the 
time of inspection for construction of what 
appeared to be a new roadside rest area.   
 

 
 

 

Gregory Developmental Road 
(Belyando - Charters Towers) 
 
The road is wide and in good condition north 
of Belyando.  
 

 
 
It then narrows to ~6m wide at approximately 
25km north of Belyando (for approx. 55km) 
with poor edges (drop-offs) due to trucks 
dropping wheels off the seal.  The road 
surface is bumpy and centre line markings 
are faded. 
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The road increases to 7.5m width near the 
Cape River crossing.  The painted centre line 
markings are again faded and could be 
improved.   
 

 
 

 
 
The road section immediately north of Cape 
River appears suitable to support a 110km/h 
speed limit but a number of floodways are 
present along this section.  There are also a 
few narrow bridges approximately 60km from 
Charters Towers.   
 

 
 

A new rest area was noted approximately 
35km from Charters Towers and there are a 
number of truck pullover areas.  The speed 
limit increases to 110km/h for the last 30km 
to Charters Towers.  
 
In general the Gregory Developmental 
Road from Clermont to Charters Towers 
is narrow in sections.   
 
The road is also generally bumpy and 
rough, especially in narrow sections, 
however the road surface is generally free 
from surface defects and failures.  The 
roadsides are also clear of hazards. 
 
The narrow sections can suffer from 
broken edges due to vehicles dropping 
wheels off the sealed surface when 
passing. 
 
It is recommended that road 
improvements focus on widening narrow 
sections to at least an 8m sealed width, 
including consideration for widening and 
improving water crossings and 
floodways. 
 
While the roadsides are generally flat and 
free from hazards, ATLM could be 
considered as a fatigue countermeasure, 
especially on approach to culverts and 
crossings. 
 
Depending on current speed zoning 
guidelines, consideration should be given 
to extending the 110km/h zones along 
this section. 
 
 

Gregory Developmental Road 
(Charters Towers – Herveys 
Range Developmental Road) 
 
Leaving Charters Towers in the northbound 
direction a traveller information and gross 
load limit sign is present to warn of any 
current road closures or imposed axle weight 
limits which apply. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



RACQ Regional Road Inspection Tour 2010 

 

 

 11 

 
 
A significant investment has been made 
under the Gregory Developmental Road 
Restoration Program to upgrade the road 
north of Charters Towers.   
 

 
 
The road is in generally good condition on a 
straight and flat alignment with good 
overtaking opportunities and clear roadsides 
for the initial 70km north of Charters Towers.   
 
There has been a significant amount of road 
works as part of the Natural Disaster Relief 
and Recovery Arrangement (NDRRA) 
funding due to flooding in 2009 (cyclones 
Ellie and Charlotte).   
 
The works include a new 8m surface and 
wide drainage channels at the side of the 
road.  One narrow bridge is noted at 
approximately 15km north of Charters 
Towers. 
 

 
 

 
 
At 70km north of Charters Towers the seal 
width significantly reduces to a single lane 
(~3.5m width) for 15km. 
 
The unsealed shoulders were typically in 
satisfactory condition at the time of 
inspection, however these may rapidly 
deteriorate in wet weather.  There are some 
drop-offs from sealed surface to unsealed 
shoulder and these should be maintained 
carefully. 
 

 
 
During the inspection another vehicle was 
not encountered along this section indicating 



RACQ Regional Road Inspection Tour 2010 

 

 

 12 

that traffic volumes are generally low, and so 
damage to road shoulders is likely to be 
minimal. 
 
In general this section is constructed to a 
good standard and is in good condition.   
 
Improvements should focus on a 
continued allocation of funding in a future 
budget to widen the 15km of single lane 
seal to a minimum two lane sealed 
standard, and widen the narrow bridge 
located 15km north of Charters Towers. 
 
In the short term, the unsealed shoulders 
within the single lane section should be 
checked regularly for damage, drop-offs 
and rutting and maintained on an as 
needs basis to provide an acceptable 
level of safety at all times. 
 
 

Hervey’s Range Developmental 
Road (Gregory Developmental 
Road - Townsville) 
 
The initial 80km is wide (8m) and in good 
condition with clear roadsides.  In general 
Hervey’s Range Developmental Road has 
more curves and hills than Gregory 
Developmental Road due to a change in 
terrain.  There are also a number of low level 
bridges. 
 

 
 
Small car pullover areas are located at 
regular intervals (approximately every 5km). 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The road width narrows to 7m approximately 
80km from Gregory Developmental Road 
and then narrows again to 6-7m width on the 
approach to Hervey’s Range.  
 
 The surface is rough and bumpy and no 
edge line is present in some sections.  Due 
to the narrow sealed surface, the road 
shoulders and seal edges show signs of 
damage where vehicles drop a wheel off to 
pass other vehicles. 
 

 
 
Hervey’s Range is approximately 90km from 
Gregory Developmental Road. The range is 
in adequate condition, some of it is wide but 
there are narrow sections (7m).  
 
To the east of the Range the road narrows to 
6-7m (mostly 6m) with poor seal edges and 
shoulders.   
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Some edge repairs have been undertaken, 
however there is still significant damage to 
edges including drop offs from sealed to 
unsealed surface. 
       
The road widens to 7-7.5m with a 
corresponding improvement to the quality of 
the road surface and shoulders and then 
widens again to a 9m seal width to 
Townsville.  
 

 
 
In total there is approximately 25km of 
narrow seal on Herveys Range 
Developmental Road.  These sections 
should be increased to preferably 8m 
width as funding permits.  Drop-offs from 
seal to unsealed shoulder should be 
monitored and maintained when 
necessary. 
 
 

Bruce Highway (Townsville - 
Palmerston Highway 
intersection) 
 
In general the Bruce Highway is wide (8m+) 
with an exception at the Cardwell Range, 

however due to a significant number of 
heavy vehicles and the volume of traffic 
overall, a seal width of 9-10m would be 
preferable over the entire length. 
 
The Cardwell Range upgrade is currently 
taking place to realign, widen and improve 
the safety of the Cardwell Range. 
 

 
 
The road surface is in generally good 
condition apart from sections north of 
Ingham, Cardwell, Tully and El Arish.  
Surface failures include pot holes, 
lifting/plucking of aggregate from the surface, 
cracking, rutting and shoving.  Patching of 
the surface is common. 
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This region receives significant rainfall 
throughout the year and is prone to surface 
failures due to the combination of rain, poor 
soil types and frequent heavy vehicle 
movements. 
 
The Bruce Highway also has frequent 
intersections, including driveways, increasing 
the risk for crashes due to traffic entering or 
leaving the road.   Visual inspections reveal 
that queues of vehicles behind trucks and 
caravans are common.  It was noted that 
there are a number of overtaking lanes 
however due to traffic volumes and slower 
vehicles the need to overtake is frequent.  
 

 

Inadequate overtaking opportunities lead to 
driver frustration and the potential for drivers 
to perform risky overtaking manoeuvres. 
 
The roadsides are relatively clear of hazards, 
although there are still some sections where 
roadsides can be an issue.   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
The upgrade at Corduroy Creek including 
bridges and wire rope safety barrier has 
improved both safety and flood immunity, 
however the Bruce Highway is still prone to 
flooding at various locations.  A road 
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conditions (road closures) and load limit sign 
for northbound travel is provided at Ingham.   
 

 
 
An on-road vehicle observation survey from 
north of Townsville to Paluma recorded an 
almost 13% heavy vehicle proportion in the 
traffic mix (90 cars and 13 trucks). 
 
In general, maintenance and infrastructure 
upgrades have not kept pace with the 
increasing demands placed on the Bruce 
Highway.  
 
The condition of some sections has 
deteriorated due to increased heavy vehicle 
movements, poor soil types, adverse 
weather conditions and the age of the 
pavement. 
 
Appropriate levels of funding for 
maintenance and capital works are required 
to upgrade and maintain the road to an 
acceptable standard.  
It is recommended that all sealed widths 
be strengthened and widened to at least a 
9m standard, and preferably a 10m width.  
A wider seal could also allow a narrow 
centre median to be marked to reduce the 
potential for head-on crashes. 
 
Overtaking demand is a safety concern 
over much of this section due to current 
traffic volumes and a high percentage of 
slow moving/heavy vehicles.  More 
overtaking opportunities are necessary, 
whether by overtaking lanes, or 2+1 
configurations, or duplication where 
appropriate. 
 
Roadsides are generally good but there 
are sections where roadside hazards 
could be removed or protected and 
culverts and bridges widened. 

There are many intersections and access 
points (e.g., driveways) which may need 
to be rationalised, considered for turning 
movement bans or upgraded to provide 
safe turning pockets and deceleration 
lanes of sufficient length.  Channelised 
right (CHR) turn treatments minimise 
conflicts at uncontrolled intersections. 
 
The RACQ also recommends that ATLM 
be extended along the edge and centre 
lines, especially on approach to curves, 
crests, culverts and bridges. 
 
 

Palmerston Highway (Bruce 
Highway intersection - Millaa 
Millaa) 
 
The road width is narrow (6.5m) from the 
Bruce Highway turnoff but is a lower speed 
environment due to residences and 
intersections and soon widens to a 7.5-8m 
width.  
 
The road alignment is winding / rolling and 
the road surface is in good condition 
however the roadsides are generally poor 
due to the lush forest environment and 
mountainous terrain.   
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ATLM is used on the centre line and edge 
line in sections. 
 

 
 
The terrain also means that overtaking is 
difficult, even though the road has a number 
of overtaking lanes. 
 
The RACQ understands that sight distance 
to a slow moving vehicle when descending 
the range area is a safety concern.  This may 
be minimised by widening/sight benching 
substandard curves or by providing 
intelligent signs/warning lights that advise of 
a slow moving vehicle ahead.  A speed limit 
reduction should be considered as a last 
resort, or an interim solution in the short 
term.   
 
 

Millaa Millaa – Malanda Road 
(Millaa Millaa - Malanda) 
 
The seal width narrows north of Millaa Millaa 
to approximately 6-6.5m and is rough and 
bumpy with some roadside hazards close to 
the carriageway (0-5m).  

 
 
Surface failures such as pot holes and 
pavement failures were noted from Millaa 
Millaa to Malanda. 
 
The road alignment is rolling and winding 
north of Millaa Millaa with the narrow section 
continuing and the shoulder dropping away 
for 2km.   
 

 
 
There are overtaking lanes/slow vehicle 
lanes but overtaking opportunities are 
otherwise limited. Roadsides are poor due to 
the terrain and forest environment. 
 
At the time of inspection there were no 
RRPMs used on the centre line from Millaa 
Millaa to Malanda, however the RACQ has 
been informed that yellow centre line RRPMs 
will be installed on this section to improve 
delineation and driver guidance, especially in 
adverse weather conditions common to this 
area such as fog and heavy rain. 
 
In general the Palmerston Highway and 
Millaa Millaa - Malanda Road is (~8m+) apart 
from the section close to the Bruce Highway 
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and north of Millaa Millaa.  Some sections 
are also prone to surface failures.  
 
Improvements should focus on:  

 widening and strengthening 
sections with <7m sealed width; 

 improving delineation, e.g., 
providing yellow RRPMs to 
supplement the separation line 
from Millaa Millaa to Malanda (this 
is already in progress) 

 expanding ATLM use on the edge 
and centre line, especially on 
crests and curves 

 removing (or protecting) roadside 
hazards to provide an adequate 
clear zone, although this may not 
be practical due to the terrain 

 widening/sight benching 
substandard curves on the range,  
or by providing intelligent 
signs/warning lights that advise of 
slow moving vehicles ahead 

 
The regional tour team took the Malanda – 
Atherton Road to reach Atherton. 
 
 

Kennedy Highway (Atherton - 
Smithfield) 
 
The Kennedy Highway north of Atherton has 
noticeably more traffic and generally clear 
roadsides.   
 
The surface condition is slightly bumpy and 
rough but is wide (8m) apart from 10km north 
of Tolga where the width narrows to 6.5m 
over a short section.  The road surface is 
also patched near Walkamin.   
 

 
 

 
 
Some widening road works were taking 
place north of Walkamin at the time of 
inspection.   
 

 
 
The section north of Walkamin is tree lined 
but an 8m clear zone is present, and the 
road surface is in good condition. 
 
Just north of Mareeba the road has 7-7.5m 
sealed width with a limited width of sealed 
shoulder (0-0.5m), but then widens to 8-9m. 
There are sections with roadside hazards 
such as trees and poles close to the 
carriageway. 
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ATLM is used on the edge line and the road 
surface is in good condition, however this 
could be extended, especially on curves and 
crests or where roadside hazards are unable 
to be removed, or protected. 
 
The road alignment is winding and rolling 
approaching Kuranda.  
 
The Kuranda Range is generally narrow and 
carries a significant amount of traffic.  There 
are very limited overtaking opportunities and 
encountering slow moving vehicles such as 
trucks and caravans is common. 
 

 
 

 
 

 

There is considerable use of safety barriers 
along the range section, however not all 
hazardous roadsides or embankments are 
protected. 
 
Excluding the Kuranda Range, it is 
recommended that all sealed widths <8m 
be widened to at least a 8m standard and 
all hazardous roadside objects within the 
clear zone be removed or protected by 
suitable safety barriers. 
 
In line with other roads in this region, the 
use of ATLM on the edge and centre line 
is encouraged, especially on crests and 
curves or where roadside hazards are 
unable to be removed, or protected. 
 
The Club also believes that an improved 
network of distance markers could 
provide enhanced driver information on 
the Kennedy Highway. 
 
Kuranda Range upgrades should focus 
on additional safety barrier treatments 
and intelligent signs that warn of excess 
speed / substandard curves, adverse 
weather and slippery surface conditions. 
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South Eastern 
Queensland & Wide Bay / 
Burnett Regional Road 
Tour 
 
 

Cunningham Highway / New 
England Highway (Ipswich -
Warwick) 
 
Near the Harrisville turnoff the road is wide 
(>9m) and the road surface is in good 
condition.  There are areas with some left 
wheel path failures, mainly due to recent 
rain/flooding.  Some lifting of aggregate from 
the road surface was noted west of Warrill 
View.  
 

 
 
At approximately 60km from Warwick the 
formation width is 9-10m wide with a 
generally good condition surface but rougher 
texture.  There are more roadsides hazards, 
e.g., trees close to road, especially near 
Aratula and through Cunninghams Gap.   
 

 
 

There is a reasonable network of overtaking 
lanes and opportunities from Ipswich to 
Warwick. However, an additional overtaking 
lane for eastbound traffic approaching the 
peak of Cunninghams Gap would allow an 
additional opportunity to pass slow vehicles.  
 
Audio Tactile Line Marking (ATLM) is used in 
sections.  It is noted that the Cunningham 
Highway is a major freight corridor with a 
significant proportion of heavy vehicles in the 
traffic mix.  
 
When the Cunningham changes to the New 
England Highway at the Eight Mile junction 
approximately 10km from Warwick, the 
standard and condition deteriorates with 
some patching of the surface, a narrower 
seal width, and significant surface failures 
(pot holes) prevalent on entry to Warwick.  
 

 
 
 

Cunningham Highway (Warwick 
- Goondiwindi) 
 
The road formation width is >8m west of 
Warwick with good quality road surface and 
sealed shoulders, good delineation, clear 
roadsides and use of ATLM in sections.   
 
A number of fatigue alert signs are present to 
encourage drivers to take a break and rest to 
avoid fatigue related crashes. 
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The terrain is rolling and winding in sections 
and a considerable amount of guard rail is 
used to protect drivers from steep 
embankments and other roadside hazards.  
In the last 3 years there appears to have 
been a significant investment in safety 
barriers along this section and is a 
commendable safety initiative. 
 

 
 
Approximately 30km west of Warwick there 
are lengths of repairs along the shoulder and 
left wheel path where rehabilitation and 
strengthening work has been carried out.  
 

 

At 50km from Warwick (for approx. 20km) 
the road surface has failures in the left wheel 
path and shoulders, but then improves for 
the remaining 25km to Inglewood, and 
through to Yelarbon.  A short section of 
narrow seal (1km) is located 5km east of 
Inglewood.  
 

 
 
An interesting treatment was noted on a 
short section of road approaching and 
around a curve where ATLM was used on 
the edge line as well as a combination of 
retro-reflective raised pavement markers 
(RRPMs) and non retro-reflective raised 
pavement markers (NRPMs).  
 

 
 
The road is in generally poor condition from 
Yelarbon to Goondiwindi due to recent 
flooding combined with heavy vehicle 
movements.  Surface failures, polishing of 
the road surface, patching and alligator 
cracking add to a generally rough surface. 
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In general the Cunningham Highway is 
consistently 8.5-9m wide.  Recent wet 
weather in combination with a high 
percentage of heavy vehicles (up to 40%) 
has accelerated pavement damage 
creating surface failures and shoving in 
the left wheel path and shoulders of the 
road.  There was also some lifting of 
aggregate from the surface west of Warrill 
View.  
 
The roadsides are generally good 
however there are still tree-lined sections 
approximately 60km from Warwick. The 
road surface is poor in sections from 
Yelarbon to Goondiwindi due to recent 
flooding, and it is understood that flood 
disaster recovery money is being sought 
to remedy this. 
 
The Cunningham Highway is susceptible 
to flooding after heavy rain events which 
can lead to lost productivity and 
efficiency of freight, tourist and general 
traffic. 
 
The use of guard rail at embankments,  
fatigue signing and ATLM on the edge 
line has improved safety along the 
Cunningham Highway.  
 
It is recommended that improvements to 
the Cunningham Highway focus on 
maintaining the road to an adequate 
standard and expanding the use of ATLM. 
 
Consideration should also be given to 
additional overtaking lanes on high 
volume sections and/or steep grades and 
planning improvements for flood 
immunity.   
 

Leichhardt Highway 
(Goondiwindi - Moonie) 
 
North of Goondiwindi to the Gore Highway 
intersection (~15km) is generally wide (>8m).   
 
There is a creek crossing that commonly 
floods just north of Goondiwindi.  In all, there 
are only minor wheel path depressions and 
broken shoulders but good roadsides along 
this section.   
 

 
 
Heavy vehicles are frequent and make up a 
significant proportion of the traffic mix.  
 

 
 
The Gore / Leichhardt Hwy intersection is in 
poor condition with large surface failures, 
especially in the wheel paths of turning and 
braking heavy vehicles.   
 
A significant number of loose stones are 
located throughout the intersection. 
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Roadside vegetation tends to block visibility 
at the intersection, particularly on the 
Leichhardt Highway looking left along the 
Gore Highway.  This intersection has a crash 
history noted by white memorial crosses. 
 

 
 

 
 
At 70km from Moonie the formation width 
narrows to <7m.  One section was recorded 
at 6.3m edge line to edge line.  Inspections 
revealed failures on old and new sections in 
the shoulders and on the edge line.  
 

 
 
Due to recent wet weather/flooding, there 
was a shallow depth of water across the 
Leichhardt Highway at Mittengang Creek 
(60km from Moonie) and a few other 
localised areas.  The roadsides were 
generally soft. 
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The water across the road often hides large 
and deep pot holes in the surface. 
 

 
 
The road is generally wide for the remaining 
60km to Moonie.  Some drop-offs from seal 
to unsealed shoulder (50-60mm) were noted 
just north of Mittengang Creek, however the 
seal width was wide in this area, meaning 
that vehicles would not have to drop wheels 
off the sealed surface to pass other vehicles. 
 
At approximately 30km from Moonie the level 
of ride comfort became poor due to an 
uneven and rough surface.   
 
It was noted that the position of edge lines 
varied on the same formation width, so that 
lane widths alternated between wide and 
narrow, e.g., where lanes were narrow the 
shoulders were wide.   
 
ATLM is present on the edge line and some 
is used on the centre line. 
 
In general there are still narrow sections 
(<8m) and recent wet weather has caused 
failures in the left wheel path and shoulders 
of the road surface. This includes shoving as 
well as pot holes.   
 
There is a high percentage of heavy 
vehicles, especially from Goodiwindi to the 
Gore Highway intersection. 
 
 

Leichhardt Highway (Moonie – 
Miles) 
 
North of Moonie for approximately 5km the 
road is narrow, rough, bumpy, undulating 
and uneven but has roadsides clear of 
hazards.  Some large surface failures and 

shoving are present in this section.  The seal 
then widens to >8m but is still bumpy in 
sections.  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
A 10m formation (3.5m lanes, 1.5m sealed 
shoulders) is present over much of the length 
to The Gums (Surat Developmental Road 
intersection) including the recently 
reconstructed section at a cost of $2.8m, to 
be completed in Dec 2010.  
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From The Gums to Condamine the road is 
generally wide (>8m) except for a 10km 
section approximately 15km north of The 
Gums (30km from Condamine) where the 
shoulders narrow (~0.5m), road width drops 
to approximately 7m and it is rough, bumpy 
and uneven contributing to a poor level of 
ride comfort.   
 
The road has soft edges while surface 
failures in the left wheel path and shoulder 
are common  due to the poor soil type. 
 
The 32km section between Condamine and 
Miles is wide (8m) and is of a good standard 
and condition.  ATLM is used on the edge 
line in sections but could be continued all the 
way to Miles.   
 

 
 
There appeared to be no formal pullover 
areas between Condamine and Miles and 
generally limited fatigue warning signs from 
Goondiwindi to Miles. 
 
The Leichhardt Highway from Goondiwindi to 
Miles is generally wide, however some 
sections <8m in width still exist just north of 

Moonie and approximately 30km from 
Condamine.   
 
Some sections are rough, uneven and 
bumpy contributing to a poor level of ride 
comfort. Left wheel path/shoulder failures are 
common on this section due to the poor soil 
types, the recent rains and frequent heavy 
vehicle movements.   
 
A Leichhardt Highway fatigue signing 
scheme similar to that installed on the 
Cunningham Highway would be beneficial.  
Additional ATLM treatments should be used 
on the Leichhardt Highway to reduce 
potential fatigue related crashes. 
 
 

Leichhardt Highway (Miles - 
Taroom) 
 
Immediately north of Miles the road is wide 
but generally bumpy, uneven, undulating and 
there are sections with roadside hazards 
within 5-10m of the roadway.  
 
At 40km north of Miles the road narrows to 
6m with broken seal edges due to vehicles 
dropping wheels off the narrow seal.   
 

 
 
The section of road through the Great 
Dividing Range is quite poor and a section of 
guard rail was noted to be in poor condition 
with no end treatments.  
 
The remaining 70km to Taroom is prone to 
surface failures.  Some of the issues in this 
section include shifting/cracking under wheel 
paths, rough surface, broken edges, 
undulations, unevenness and pot holes. The 
last 40km to Taroom is also narrow, with 
road width varying between 6-7m. 
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ATLM is installed on both the edge line and 
on the centre line at crests and curves.  The 
RACQ believes that this safety initiative 
should be applied at more locations 
throughout Queensland’s road network.  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Leichhardt Highway (Taroom - 
Banana) 
 
The 100km of highway between Taroom and 
Theodore is wide (>8m) with only some 
patching and rehabilitation work evident in 
the left wheel path over short sections. 
 

 
 
At 60km north of Taroom the road alignment 
is winding and the road surface is rough 
through cuttings and the range. Some 
pullover areas were noted, but no formal rest 
areas are provided.  
 

 
 
The last 60km to Banana is generally wide 
apart from a short (6km) narrower section 
<7m width approximately 20km south of 
Banana.  
 
Overall the road surface is in generally good 
condition although the surface is rough 
through cuttings and the range.  There are 
pullover areas but no formal rest areas.  
 
Some patching and rehabilitation work is 
noted in the left wheel path and ATLM is 
used in sections. 
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Leichhardt Highway (Banana - 
Capricorn Highway) 
 
The 100km of highway between Banana and 
the Capricorn Highway is generally wide 
apart from a 10km section approximately 
40km north of Banana where it drops to 6-
7m formation width with no edge line and 
broken edges due to vehicles dropping 
wheels off the narrow sealed surface. 
 

 
 

 
 
The Don River crossing bridge is narrow, 
rough and in relatively poor condition.   
 

 
 

The road surface quality and ride quality is 
generally good over most of this link, with 
roadsides clear of hazards and ATLM used 
in sections on the edge and centre line, 
including at curves and crests.   
 
Some lower quality sections were 
encountered on this link.  These were:  
 

 just north of Banana (rough and 
bumpy); and 

 the first 10km north of Dululu where it 
was bumpy and uneven in sections 
and alligator/environmental cracking 
was present (some of which had 
been crack sealed to prevent water 
from entering the road sub-base) 

 
Overall the Leichhardt Highway from Miles to 
the Capricorn Highway is generally wide, 
however there are some sections <8m in 
width. 
 
Sections of this link also suffer from poor in-
situ soil conditions which result in 
shifting/cracking under wheel paths, rough 
surfaces, broken edges, undulations, 
unevenness and surface failures such as 
shoving and pot holes. 
 
As with the preceding section (Goondiwindi 
to Miles), the RACQ believes that a fatigue 
management signing scheme could be 
applied to the Leichhardt Highway similar to 
that installed on the Cunningham Highway.  
Additional ATLM treatments could be used 
on the Leichhardt Highway. 
 
This would encourage drivers to rest and 
reduce the potential for fatigue related 
crashes.  
 
The following recommendations apply to 
the Leichhardt Highway (Goondiwindi –
Capricorn Highway).  
 
It is recommended that all sealed widths 
<8m be widened (and strengthened) to at 
least a 8m standard and all hazardous 
roadside objects within the clear zone be 
removed or protected. 
 
Improvements at flood prone locations 
may be difficult due to extensive flat and 
low lying areas.  However minor 
improvements at creek crossings may 
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provide greater levels of flood immunity 
and reduce the duration of road closures. 
 
Additional ATLM treatments on both edge 
and centre lines (especially on curves, 
crests or culverts/bridge crossings) could 
also help to improve safety and reduce 
the potential for fatigue related crashes. 
 
 

Burnett Highway (Mt. Morgan - 
Monto) 
 
The road section from Mt. Morgan to Dululu 
is mostly narrow with seal widths as low as 
5.5m.  The surface is generally rough, 
bumpy and uneven. 
 

 
 
The alignment is winding in rolling terrain 
making overtaking difficult and there are 
roadside hazards (trees) close to the 
carriageway.   
 

 
 
A winding section close to Mt. Morgan has 
been upgraded with a wider seal, drainage 
improvements and the installation of guard 
rail. 

 
 
The seal width increases for a short length at 
approximately 20km south of Mt Morgan. 
 
Narrow sections (5.5-7m) continue from 
Dululu to Biloela with some localised 
widening on curves and crests.   
 
The section just south of Dululu is rough, 
bumpy, uneven and includes the presence of 
alligator/environmental cracking and crack 
sealing making for a poor level of ride 
comfort.  
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The road standard improves to the north and 
south of Jambin, however a very poor 
section is located approximately 25km north 
of Biloela. The road width narrows to 5.5m 
with no shoulders, and regular large surface 
failures such as broken edges, shoving, 
wheel path depressions and pot holes.   
 

 
 

 
 
Some attempts at shoulder repairs have 
been made, however this section is in need 
of immediate rehabilitation, strengthening 
and widening. 
 

 

The image below is an illustration of a wide 
section moving into a narrow section. 
 

 
 
The 80km section between Biloela and 
Monto is similar to the preceding section.  
 
In general the road width is narrow (<8m) 
with formation widths of 6m, and lane widths 
as low as 2.5m. 
 
The road continues to suffer from surface 
failures including broken edges due to 
vehicles dropping wheels off the sealed 
surface. 
 

 
 
Some lengths of patching repairs have been 
undertaken, however the ride quality is still 
poor in sections. Roadside hazards such as 
trees are close to the carriageway and pose 
a safety risk.  
 
There is no guard rail in the mountainous 
section approximately 15km north of Monto 
and roadside hazards exist along sections.  
The road standard improves for the last 
10km to Monto. 
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Burnett Highway (Monto - 
Nanango) 
 
The road follows a winding alignment with 
some surface failures, wheel path 
depressions, lifting/plucking of aggregate 
and alligator cracking present, especially 
near Mulgildie. 
 

 
 
The road width varies in the 35km from 
Monto to the intersection of Monto – Mt.Perry 
Road.   
 
Along this section the position of the edge 
line varies on the same formation width, so 
wider lane sections had narrower sealed 
shoulders, and vice versa for narrow lanes 
(wider shoulders).  
 
The regional road inspection tour team took 
a deviation along Monto – Mt.Perry Road 
and Kerwee Road to return to the Burnett 
Highway at Ceratodus (see Appendix A for 
more information). 
 
South of Ceratodus the seal appears to be 
older, 7m wide and is patched, however the 
road widens and quality improves on 
approach to Eidsvold. 
 
In general the Burnett Highway from Mt. 
Morgan to Eidsvold is prone to surface 
failures including lifting of the aggregate, pot 
holes, cracking and depressions in the wheel 
paths. The road is narrow for the most part 
being <8m.  
 
 

Burnett Highway (Eidsvold - 
Nanango) 
 

The road width varies along this section 
(usually 6-8m), but includes a substandard 
5m width section 10km north of Goomeri. 
 

 
 
Surface failures and broken edges are 
prevalent on narrow sections.  Due to these 
issues the road is generally bumpy, uneven 
and rough, reducing levels of ride comfort. 
 

 
 
ATLM is used in sections which is a good 
safety initiative.  
 
In the mountainous sections there is little 
overtaking opportunity due to horizontal and 
vertical alignment.   
 
A climbing or overtaking lane could help 
reduce driver frustration when encountering 
slow moving vehicles.  
 
Guard rail could be used in the sections with 
poor roadsides including steep 
embankments and tree hazards.  Some 
cuttings were prone to landslips. 
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A notable section requiring guard rail is 15km 
south of Ban Ban Springs.  A cutting near 
Marcella Creek (20km south of Ban Ban 
Springs) has a very poor surface. 
 

 
 
The section of road from Goomeri to 
Nanango suffers from poor roadsides where 
hazards need to be removed or protected to 
improve safety in run-off road type crashes.  
 
There were few formal rest areas, however 
there are a number of towns along the 
journey where drivers can stop and rest. 
 
In general the Burnett Highway from Mt. 
Morgan to Nanango is quite substandard 
in terms of its design features.  Some of 
the surface quality issues are due to poor 
in-situ soil conditions.   
 
It appears that maintenance funding has 
been insufficient to maintain the road to 
an adequate standard.   
 
In addition to greater levels of funding for 
maintenance, the Burnett Highway 
requires a significant investment in 

capital works to upgrade sections that are 
substandard in width and alignment.   
 
More work is required to improve safety, 
including roadside hazard protection and 
removal, more overtaking opportunities, 
and the installation of ATLM.  
 
 

D’Aguilar Highway (Kingaroy - 
Caboolture) 
 
In general the road is narrow (<8m) from 
Kingaroy to the Blackbutt Range.  Surface 
failures are common. 
 

 
 

 
 
The road travels through lush forest areas 
and undulating terrain.  There are many 
roadside hazards with poor or limited use of 
safety barriers. 
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The poor horizontal and vertical geometry of 
the road combined with relatively high traffic 
volumes (including heavy vehicles) means 
there are limited overtaking opportunities, 
with much of the road marked with double 
barrier lines.   
 
A long queue frequently forms behind slower 
moving vehicles. 
 

 
 
There is a distinct lack of formal overtaking 
facilities which tends to increase driver 
frustration and can lead to unsafe overtaking 
manoeuvres.   
 
East of Yarraman there is some old guard 
rail in poor condition with inappropriate end 
treatments.   
 
The road improves to a satisfactory width of 
8m from the Blackbutt Range apart from a 
short 1km section 5km west of Kilcoy which 
is approximately 7m wide and has surface 
failures.   
 
A speed activated warning sign just east of 
Woodford is a commendable safety feature.  

Use of ATLM on the edge and centre line 
could also help to improve safety on the 
D’Aguilar Highway. 
 
In general the D’Aguilar Highway is 
narrow from Kingaroy to Blackbutt Range 
and a short 1km section 5km west of 
Kilcoy.  Surface failures are common and 
roadsides are poor due to the presence of 
trees and a lack of safety barriers.   
 
There was a steel safety barrier in poor 
condition with inappropriate end 
treatments east of Yarraman that requires 
attention. Overtaking demand is quite 
high, with limited overtaking 
opportunities present due to the terrain. 
The D’Aguilar is also subject to flooding. 
 
Improvements should focus on 
maintaining the road surface, widening 
narrow sections <8m, improving 
overtaking opportunities and removing or 
protecting roadside hazards.   
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APPENDIX A – Other roads 
 
 

Surat Developmental Road (The 
Gums (Leichhardt Highway) - 
20km west of The Gums) 
 
Surat Developmental Road west of The 
Gums is initially a 5.5m wide seal with 1m 
gravel shoulders from the Leichhardt 
Highway turnoff onwards. 
 

 
 
It soon widens to 6m over a short section 
prior to widening to 6.5-7m with centre line 
markings. 
 

 
 
The road surface is generally free from 
defects or failures but is prone to flooding at 
Horse Creek (5km west of Leichhardt 
Highway) and approximately 40km west of 
Meandarra. 
 
 

Kogan – Condamine Road 
(Condamine - Windibi Gas Fields 
(17km)) 
 

The seal width varies between 5.5 - 8m in 
the initial 5-10km west of Condamine with 
the road surface in good condition.  
 

 
 
There is a narrow (single lane sealed 
standard) section (3.7m) over a short length.  
The gravel shoulders were in good condition 
with no drop-offs from the edge of the seal. 
 

 
 
It returns to a wider seal (7.5m) soon after 
and the seal width increases on crests and 
curves. 
 
A roadside memorial was noted near a 
culvert. 
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This road is prone to flooding.  At the time of 
inspection Wieambilla Creek was indicated 
to have water over the road.  Kogan Creek at 
Kogan is another flood spot.  
 

 
 
 

Roma – Condamine Road 
(Condamine to Boorameal) 
 
The seal width is approximately 7m from 
Condamine and the road surface is in good 
condition.   It then narrows to 4.5-5m width 
approximately 15km west of Condamine. 
 

 
 
Snake Creek approximately 96km west of 
Condamine on Roma – Condamine Road, is 
subject to flooding. 
 
 

Monto – Mt. Perry Road (Monto - 
Kerwee Road) 
 
The road standard varies dramatically.  
There are narrow (single lane) and wide (two 
lane) sealed sections as well as unsealed 
sections. 
 

There is a narrow bridge at Splinter Creek 
soon after turning from the Burnett Highway. 
 

 
 
There is another narrow (single lane) bridge 
across the Burnett River. 
 

 
 
At the time of inspection surface 
maintenance work was being carried out 
near the Burnett Highway turnoff. 
 

 
 
Over the 32km journey the road changed no 
less than six times from sealed to unsealed, 
with approximately 12km of seal in total.   
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There was guard rail and a sealed road 
through some cuttings to improve safety, 
however there are still crests and curves on 
unsealed narrow sections.   
 

 
 
Dust is also an issue on unsealed sections. 
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It is recommended that improvements on this 
road focus on gradual elimination of narrow, 
unsealed sections, especially on curves and 
crests. Kerwee Road is a good example of 
the standard to which Monto – Mt. Perry 
Road should be constructed. 
 
 

Cania Dam Road (Burnett 
Highway - Cania Dam) 
 
Cania Gorge Road begins with a 3.5m wide 
(single lane) seal for approximately 12km, 
including a few narrow bridges. 
 

 
 

 

The road is prone to flooding after wet 
weather.  There is some localised widening 
on curves and crests.  The road then widens 
to >5m all the way to the dam. 
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APPENDIX B – Summary of recommendations 
 
Central / North Eastern Queensland 

Road Widen 
Rehabilitate / 
Strengthen 

Hazard removal 
/ protection 

Improve flood 
immunity 

Dawson Hwy     

Eleven Mile Creek crossing requires immediate remedial action to address the failure of the left wheel path and 
shoulder above the culvert. Widen at narrow sections between Banana and 20km west of Moura, 5km west of Rolleston 
and 25km south of Springsure. Continue a program to install ATLM on the edge line (and centre line, especially on 
curves, crests and river/creek crossings). Investigate improvements to flood immunity. 

Gregory Hwy     

Rehabilitate and strengthen pavement prone to surface failures from Capella to Clermont.  Consider improving safety at 
deep unprotected culverts.  Assess appropriateness of 110km/h speed limit between Springsure and Emerald. 

Gregory Developmental Rd     

Install ATLM on the edge line (and centre line) especially on approach to culverts and river/creek crossings. Widen 
25km north of Clermont, 45km north of Clermont and 125km north of Clermont and improve water crossings and 
floodways. Widen 15km of single lane seal to a minimum two lane sealed standard and widen the narrow bridge 
located 15km north of Charters Towers. Check and maintain the unsealed shoulders within the single lane section. 
Consider extending 110km/h sections. 

Hervey’s Range Developmental Rd     

Widen remaining 25km of narrow seal.  Monitor and maintain seal to unsealed shoulder drop-offs when necessary. 

Bruce Hwy     

Widen culverts and bridges <8m width. Improve overtaking opportunities whether by overtaking lanes, or 2+1 
configurations, or duplication where appropriate. Rationalise intersection access points or improve safety of 
intersections including provision of channelised right (CHR) turn treatments. Continue a program to install ATLM on the 
edge line (and centre line, especially on curves, crests and bridge approaches). Investigate flood immunity 
improvements to provide all access road. 

Palmerston Hwy & Millaa Millaa - Malanda Rd     

Maintain the road surface in sections prone to failures and improve delineation, e.g., providing yellow RRPMs to 
supplement the separation line from Millaa Millaa to Malanda. Expand ATLM use on the edge and centre line, 
especially on crests and curves.  Widen/sight bench substandard curves on the range, or provide intelligent 
signs/warning lights that advise of slow moving vehicles ahead. 

Kennedy Hwy     

ATLM on the edge and centre line is encouraged, especially on crests and curves or where roadside hazards are 
unable to be removed, or protected. An improved network of distance markers could provide enhanced driver 
information. Kuranda Range upgrades should focus on additional safety barrier treatments and intelligent signs that 
warn of excess speed / substandard curves, adverse weather and slippery surface conditions. 

  
 
South Eastern Queensland & Wide Bay/Burnett District 

Road Widen 
Rehabilitate / 
Strengthen 

Hazard removal 
/ protection 

Improve flood 
immunity 

Cunningham Hwy     

Maintain the road to an adequate standard by rehabilitating and strengthening sections prone to surface failures and 
expanding the use of ATLM on edge lines and centre lines, especially on curves/crests and bridge approaches. 
Additional overtaking lanes on high volume sections and/or steep grades and planning improvements for flood immunity 
should be considered. 

Leichhardt Hwy     

Widen north of Moonie, 30km south of Condamine, 40km north of Miles, 40km south of Taroom to Taroom, 20km south 
of Banana and 40km north of Banana. A Leichhardt Highway fatigue signing scheme similar to that installed on the 
Cunningham Highway would be beneficial.  Additional ATLM treatments could reduce the potential for fatigue related 
crashes. Planning improvements for flood immunity at creeks, floodways and river crossings should be considered, 
although the extensive flat and low lying areas of the Leichhardt Hwy may make this costly and not viable. 

Burnett Hwy     

Requires significant investment in capital works to upgrade sections that are substandard in width and alignment.  In 
addition to capital upgrades, a greater level of maintenance funding is needed to maintain the road to an adequate 
standard. ATLM treatments on edge and centre lines and additional overtaking opportunities/lane will improve safety 
and reduce driver frustration. 

D’Aguilar Hwy     

Maintain the road surface, widening narrow sections <8m from Kingaroy to Blackbutt Range and 5km west of Kilcoy.  
Requires additional overtaking opportunities and overtaking lanes and removal or protecting roadside hazards. 
Investigate improvements to flood immunity. 

 


