
 

 

Page 1 of 3 
 

 

17 May 2010 
 
The Coordinator General 
c/- EIS project manager: Cross River Rail project 
Significant Projects Coordination 
Department of Infrastructure and Planning 
Fax 3225 8282 
CRR@dip.qld.gov.au 

 

Cross River Rail  

RACQ submission to Draft terms of reference for an environmental 
impact statement  
 

The RACQ represents 1.2 million members and seeks to maintain the viability of motor 
vehicle transport on their behalf.  As such, the RACQ welcomes strategies to reduce 
congestion in urban areas and acknowledges the important role of well-designed projects 
that improve capacity and resilience of the rail network. 
 
The RACQ accepts that the inner city rail network, from South Brisbane to Bowen Hills, has 
insufficient capacity to cater for an expansion in the number of train movements. This limits 
the potential for any service frequency improvements on branch lines in south-east 
Queensland. 
 
The RACQ has previously championed the need for development of a joint road and rail 
corridor along the existing preserved North West Transport Corridor. The road is intended to 
perform an orbital and bypass function by creating linkages between Gympie Arterial Road, 
Stafford Road and Western Motorway. The rail is intended to expand rail catchment and 
provide an alternative north-south spine through the north of Brisbane by linking Bald Hills 
Station to the proposed Cross River Rail project. 
 
These projects have been detailed in previous RACQ submissions to the Western Brisbane 
Transport Network Investigation in August 2008 and to Infrastructure Australia in October 
2008. These submissions, and a map of the proposed rail line (attached), are available at: 
www.racq.com.au/motoring/advocacy_for_motorists 

Comments on specific sections of the draft Terms of Reference 
 

Section 1.4 Relationship to other projects  
This section should explicitly include potential future projects that are only in a preliminary 
stage of planning but could be substantially impacted by project design. The extension of 
Cross River Rail north to the preserved North West Transport Corridor and Bald Hills Station 
is an example. The northern end of this project needs to include a surface connection to the 
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Exhibition rail line but it should also be designed to continue north underground. Failing to 
consider this could lead to massive additional costs or service interruptions if a future 
decision is made to extend the project. 
 
Co-location of infrastructure should include opportunities for new electricity, 
telecommunications and water mains where feasible to add capacity, redundancy and 
resilience to the Brisbane network. This could also save future capital costs and 
disturbances associated with other utility and road upgrades. 
 
Freight train movements on the SEQ rail network are problematic due to noise and the 
conflict with passenger train movements. The Cross River Rail project could substantially 
reduce the noise problem of freight trains travelling through dense inner city neighbourhoods 
during the night if they could be diverted underground. This should be considered as freight 
volumes are expected to increase, even if it requires use of electric locomotives between 
Acacia Ridge and a terminal to the north of Brisbane. 
 
The Cross River Rail Project should also cater for standard or dual gauge tracks and 
associated locomotive and wagon envelopes. 
 

Section 3 Environmental values and management of impacts  
The RACQ is concerned about the transport impacts on local and arterial roads, similar to all 
large infrastructure projects. These relate to local residential access, spoil movements and 
congestion due to traffic diversions or capacity changes during construction and operation of 
this project. These concerns appear to be adequately addressed in the draft Terms of 
Reference. 

Conclusion 
The RACQ supports the draft Terms of Reference and looks forward to reviewing the 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Cross River Rail project. We expect this project will 
form part of an expanded and healthy road and rail network, catering to the population and 
economic growth in south-east Queensland for generations to come. 
 
 
Authorised by: 
 
 
Gary Fites 
General Manager External Relations 
Royal Automobile Club of Queensland 
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