
night driving 
for new drivers 

STORY BARRY GREEN | PHOTOS AUTONEWS

WE’RE FOR CARS AT THE RACQ, SO IT MIGHT BE CONSIDERED 
DERELICTION OF DUTY IF WE DIDN’T PIT THE FINAL PERFORMANCE 
COMMODORE AND FALCON SEDAN AGAINST EACH OTHER.

that’s right, with Australian makers 
electing to cease local car production – Ford in 
October 2016 and Holden, along with Toyota, in 
2017 – this is the last hurrah for home-brewed 
‘fast four doors’ as we know them. 

Ford’s final flex of muscle is the FG-X 
XR8, revived last year after some time in the 
wilderness and cessation of the FPV brand. 
Indeed, there’s a thick strand of FPV DNA 
pulsing through the XR8 – a supercharged 
5.0-litre ‘Coyote’ quad-cam V8 and suspension 
developed from that first seen on the RSPEC 
special edition – along with wider, 275-section 
rear rubber, limited slip differential and Brembo 
four-piston front brake package.

Commodore’s SS-V Redline is the logical 
match-up. Not only does it wear the same price 
sticker and a similar Brembo set-up, but boasts 
FE3 Ultra sports suspension and 275/35R19 
rear tyres. However, with 260kW of power and 
517Nm peak torque, the Holden’s 6.0-litre V8 is 
well down on ‘grunt’ to the XR8’s meaty 335kW 
and 570Nm.

As it turns out, our test car is the base SS-V, 
not the Redline. While it’s not as tricked out, the 
SS-V still boasts twin-piston front brakes, sports 
suspension, 19” rear tyres (albeit the slightly 
narrower 245 section) and, importantly, the 
same power and torque outputs as the Redline. 

For performance cars, the XR8 and SS-V dress 

sportily, though maturely. The Ford has a rear 
spoiler, ditto the Holden, along with front and 
rear sports fascia, side skirts and lip spoiler. But 
there is a welcome absence of lairy stripes, big 
wings and other ‘look-at-me’ stuff.

As the final evolution of their model line, 
it’s a given that both are well-appointed and 
equipped to haul five adults in comfort. A couple 
of points of difference: the Ford has 39 more 
litres cargo volume, though the Holden has 
a higher rated braked towing capacity (500kg 
more).

Our 600km two-day test starts at the track, 
where the Ford underscores that old maxim, 
‘There ain’t no substitute for horsepower’, 
emphatically. With the advantage of launch 
control, it fairly blasts off the line, supercharger 
whining and soaring towards 6000rpm, to leave 
the Holden languishing. At 60km/h, the XR8 is 
0.3 seconds in front with the margin doubling 
by the 400m mark. It’s a similar story in roll-
on acceleration, with the Ford nearly a second 
quicker from 50-80 and 60-100km/h.       

Life is more than a dragstrip, however, and 
out in the real world the Holden states its case 
with conviction. Simply put, the SS-V handles 
assuredly and rides more compliantly than 
the harder-edged, more stiffly suspended 
XR8. Maybe it’s a case of its chassis not being 
challenged by so powerful an engine, but the 
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former feels more settled over road undulations and  
corners with reassuring grip and slightly better  
disciplined body control. 

While there’s no doubting the strength and endurance 
of performance brakes such as Brembo, our regulation 
emergency braking test (four stops from 80km/h) went in 
favour of the Holden by about 2m.

Driving position is an individual thing, but – unlike 
colleague John Ewing – I could not get anywhere near 
comfortable behind the wheel of the XR8. With the seat 
setting at its lowest and steering wheel at its highest, there 
was barely room for me to fit. The SS-V, by comparison, 
offered plenty of adjustment and hence better positioning.

Road noise – and we’re not talking engine note, but 
annoying tyre rumble – also seemed to pervade the Ford’s 
cabin more.  

ConCLUsion
The SS-V is the more rounded and easy-to-live-with 

everyday drive. It also costs $7000 less, is cheaper to service 
(no costly Brembos) and insure and returns better fuel 
economy (and on ULP). It’s a sensible choice. But if buying 
the last of a breed is more about making a statement, then 
the XR8 is your car. It’s the excitement machine, with a 
bullish attitude and engine performance epic enough to 
silence many a backyard barbie argument. Drive and enjoy 
them while you can. We certainly did.

^ PRICES WHERE QUOTED ARE MANUFACTURER’S LIST PRICES 
(UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED) AND DO NOT INCLUDE STATUTORY 
AND DELIVERY CHARGES. PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINTING. 
^^BASED ON AN RACQ INSURANCE COMPREHENSIVE POLICY 
FOR A 35-YEAR-OLD MALE, MAXIMUM NO CLAIM BONUS, VEHICLE 
FINANCIALLY UNENCUMBERED AND $600 EXCESS. MULTI POLICY 
AND RACQ MEMBER LOYALTY DISCOUNTS MAY APPLY. DISCOUNTS 
OF 2.5-15 PERCENT MAY BE AVAILABLE TO RACQ MEMBERS, 
DEPENDING ON LENGTH OF MEMBERSHIP

HOW THEy STACk UP
FORD FALCON 
XR-8

HOLDEN 
COMMODORE 
SSV

Price (MLP) $55,690^ $48,690^

essentiaL featUres (S = standard)
(X = not 
standard)

Transmission (as tested) 6spd auto 6spd auto

Airconditioning (type)
S (dual climate 
control)

S (dual climate 
control)

Alloy wheels (size) S (19") S (19")

Tyres (size)
245/35R19 (f) 
275/30R19 (r)

245/40R19

Spare wheel (type) Full size Full size

Driver’s seat adjustment S (8-way, power) S (power)
Steering wheel reach/tilt S/S S/S

CONNECTIVITy
Radio/CD/speakers S/S/S (9) S/S/S

MP3/Aux input/USB/iPod S/S/S/S S/S/S/S
Bluetooth S S

Multifunction display S S
Satellite navigation S S

SAFETy AND EQUIPMENT
ANCAP rating

Airbags (dual front/front side/
curtain/knee) 

S/S/S/X S/S/S/X

ABS/EBD/BA/ESC/TC S/S/S/S/S S/S/S/S/S
Rear view camera S S

Parking sensors (front/rear) S/S S/S

PERFORMANCE

Engine
5.0-litre, 32 valve 
supercharged V8

6.0-litre V8

Max. power (kW, rpm) 335 @ 5750 260 @ 5600
Max. torque (Nm, rpm) 570 @ 2200-5500 517 @ 4400

0-100km/h (tested/claimed) 5.3 sec 6.0 sec
80km/h-stop (tested) 24.9 metres 22.8 metres

FUEL/ENVIRONMENT
Type PULP (95RON) ULP

Test average (litres/100km) 16.1 15.5
Green Vehicle Guide rating

LIkELy RUNNING COSTS

Capped price servicing
$455 (average 
per service, 
5yr/75,000km)

$251 (average, 
per service 
5yr/75,000km)

Insurance $807.35^^ $689.07^^

WARRANTy/DEPRECIATION
Warranty (yrs/km) 3yr/100,000 3yr/100,000
Glass’s Guide % residual 
(value after 5yrs/70,000km) 

36 35

STAR RATING
Value for money

Design and function
On the road

Overall

TESTERS: BARRY GREEN, JOHN EWING.
STARTERS: FORD FALCON FG-X XR8,  
HOLDEN COMMODORE VF SS-V.

HOLDEN COMMODORE VF SSV REDLINE IMAGES USED FOR ILLUSTRATION.


