
m
ot

or
in

g

FAIR FUEL  
PRICE SERVICE

58

MARYBOROUGH 
TECH CHALLENGE

59

wagon wheels
UsUrped by bUyers in favoUr of the UbiqUitoUs sUv, station 
wagons still deserve close inspection and consideration 
if style, space and versatility are what drive yoU.   

STORY TIM POMROY (An AuSTRAlIA’S BeST CARS AwARdS judge) I PHOTOS MARK BeAn

IT WASN’T SO long ago that, parked in the drive of your 
typical suburban street, you’d be likely to see an Aussie 
station wagon. Stroll past on a Sunday afternoon and there 
was probably someone washing and vacuuming it for the 
week’s duties ahead – a sure-fire sign that the wagon was 
a company car. 

Today’s Australian driveway is a more multicultural affair. 
But what brought about the change and why aren’t wagons 
as popular as they were? One reason is that company car 
image. Often in base specification to appease the company 
accountants, they were seen as uncool.

But a bigger reason is a new breed of transport – the sports 
utility vehicle (SUV). With wagon-like styling, but smaller, 
more efficient four-cylinder engines, these have proved 
popular with young families. Higher ground clearance made 
loading the kids in much easier; Dad liked the rugged styling, 
and Mum, the practicality. 

But the wagon is still around. Look closely, and you’ll 
see many brands have such a body shape in their mix. 
Take the four we’re showcasing here. Of them, Ford, Mazda 
and Hyundai are well known to us, while Skoda is still 
establishing its market presence. Three are powered by 
increasingly popular diesel engines, but the Mazda6, with its 
2.5-litre SKYACTIV engine, is the perfect choice to evaluate 
how a modern petrol wagon fares against the established 
diesels. For the purpose of this comparison, we’ve chosen  
the premium variant in each make and model range.

Ford Mondeo TiTaniuM TdCi
With a practical, tradesman-like look and feel, the Mondeo 

wagon’s overall design is starting to show its age. Ford will 
hopefully inject more style when it comes to the refresh 
due next year. But, while it may not win a beauty contest, 
Mondeo still has a lot going for it.

Front-seat comfort is of a high standard, though with 
firmer side bolstering, some drivers may find it too tight and 
restrictive. Not as capacious as the Skoda inside, there is still 
plenty of room for five adults, and in the rear it matches the 
Czech-mate for luggage space. The opening aperture is wide, 
making the loading of bulky goods less of a chore.

Ergonomically, Mondeo has some pluses – such as the 
HMI (Human Machine Interface), a voice-activated control 
system for functions like the audio system and adaptive 
cruise control. Not so good is the instrument layout, which 

is harder to read than others on test. Also disappointing is 
the handbrake, with a clunky, low-rent feel to its operation. 
The Titanium also misses out on an all-electric, multi-adjust 
driver’s seat – a feature found in the other vehicles tested.

And Ford’s warranty is not as generous as some, offering 
three years/100,000km compared to Mazda and Skoda’s 
three years/unlimited km and Hyundai’s five years/unlimited 
km deals. 

Mondeo is powered by a 2.0-litre, four-cylinder turbo-
diesel, developing 120kW of power and 340Nm of engine 
torque, matched to Ford’s six-speed DSG transmission. It 
gave nothing away in performance in our comparison and, 
at 8.3-litres/100km, was second best in fuel consumption. 
This compared with an ADR combined cycle figure of 6.2 
litres/100km. The official CO² emissions figure is 165g/km.  

On-road, it performed soundly over varying surfaces, with 
commendable ride comfort. 

Hyundai i40 Crdi PreMiuM 
Hyundai’s foray into the mid and large-car class has had 

mixed results. When it was first launched here in mid-2010, 
the i45 sedan, with its American-style soft-suspension 
settings, didn’t win too many fans. 

Designed in Hyundai’s design studio in Russelsheim, 
Germany, the i40 tourer (wagon) showcases Hyundai’s ‘fluidic 
sculpture’ design and style-wise, is their best attempt yet. 

Inside, the design is more overstated, with a sweeping 
dash combining with the centre console to provide a 
separate cockpit-like feel. The cooled and heated, six-way 
adjustable electric front seats impress with their comfort. 
However, the vehicle’s tapering, rising waistline makes the 
second row feel less spacious.

Style seems to trump practicality in the i40, and the 
thickish A pillars restrict forward vision. Rearward vision is 
poor, due in part to the narrowing rear side glass and steeply 
raked rear roof pillar.

The cheapest insurance premium, longest warranty and 
lowest capped price servicing enhances the Hyundai’s 
projected running and repair costs in the value for money 
stakes, which is already off to a flying start with the i40 
boasting the best list price (MLP). 

On paper, with its smaller 1.7-litre turbo-diesel, 100kW 
of power and 320Nm of engine torque, the i40 tourer looks 
a little underdone. However, our test engine, matched 
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iMages: ford Mondeo titaniUM tdci.
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COSTS & RATINGS

Price^ $48,490^
Environmental rating 
ANCAP safety rating 
Capped price servicing^^ $1125
Annual insurance costs^^^ $853.15

Price^ $50,960^
Environmental rating 
ANCAP safety rating 
Capped price servicing^^ N/A
Annual insurance costs^^^ $836.41

Price^ $50,490^
Environmental rating 
ANCAP safety rating 
Capped price servicing^^ N/A
Annual insurance costs^^^ $887.62

Ford 
Mondeo 
TiTaniuM

Price^ $46,590^
Environmental rating 
ANCAP safety rating 
Capped price servicing^^ $987
Annual insurance costs^^^ $742.73

Hyundai 
1.7 i40 Crdi 
PreMiuM

MaZda6 
aTenZa 
SKyaCTiV

SKoda 
SuPerB 125Tdi 
eLeGanCe

^  Prices are Manufacturers’ List Prices, not driveaway  
or special deal.

^^  Total over three years (minimum of three services 
at 12 months/15,000km intervals). Source: NRMA, 
October 2012.

^^^  Based on an RACQ Insurance comprehensive policy 
for a 35 year-old male, maximum no claim bonus, 
vehicle financially unencumbered, and $500 excess. 
Postcode 4066, multi-policy and RACQ member loyalty 
discounts may apply. Discounts of 2.5-15 percent may 
be available to RACQ members, depending on length 
of membership.

to a six-speed automatic, gave nothing away in terms of 
performance. In its favour is the lightest kerb weight of all 
four – 1514kg, some 12kg, 113kg and 128kg less than Mazda6, 
Superb and Mondeo respectively. 

On steeper sections of the drive loop, when asked to 
overtake, the i40’s power plant worked hard, but never 
became coarse or overly noisy. But its higher work rate was 
reflected at the bowser. At 8.5 litres/100km – 2.5 litres/100km 
above its ADR combined cycle figure – the i40 proved the 
thirstiest on test. CO² emissions are 159 g/km.

On-road, it has a sure-footed feel, although on rougher 
sections of road there's noticeable harshness and thump 
over potholes, and Hyundai’s electric power steering is the 
least communicative of the bunch – dull and lifeless off 
centre at lower speeds.

MaZda6 aTenZa SKyaCTiV
Launched late last year, the new Mazda6 is arguably 

the most stylish 6 wagon yet. Underpinning the design 
is Mazda’s SKYACTIV technology, which increases fuel 
efficiency and engine output.

Fractionally smaller in headroom and rear-seat legroom 
than the Skoda, the cabin is on par with Mondeo and i40.
There’s a greater sense of space in the front of the cabin, 
with the centre console sitting more vertically where it 
meets the dashboard, making the area feel more open. Our 
test car’s interior was finished in cream leather, causing 
some debate about how it would fare against the rigours of 
everyday use. In the rear, Mazda6 has two remote second-
row seat latches, so you don’t have to lean in to fold the 
seats, which flatten to give 1.8-metres of cargo length.

Mazda’s SKYACTIV 2.5-litre petrol engine, developing 
138kW of power and 250Nm of torque, performed as well as 
the diesels in our test, and you don’t have to wring its neck 
to get the best out of it. Matched to a six-speed automatic 
transmission, this engine impresses with a quick reaction 
time when downshifting. 

You wouldn’t expect it to come anywhere near the diesels’ 

fuel consumption figures, so we were pleasantly surprised 
when the 6 returned 8.8 litres/100km, just 0.3 behind the i40. 
That’s 2.2 above its ADR combined cycle figure. CO² emission 
is 155 g/km. And it should be noted that the SKYACTIV unit 
doesn’t need 95 or 98 RON premium unleaded, and will run 
happily on cheaper 91 RON unleaded.

The Mazda 6 provoked a mixed reaction when it came 
to ride quality, with its confident, sports-like handling on 
low-profile 19-inch tyres, tempered by over firmness. Other 
models in the range have different tyre and rim packages, 
which would provide a more complaint ride.

SKoda SuPerB 125Tdi eLeGanCe
The Superb lives up to its name, highlighting sensible, 

practical design and marrying those attributes to an 
excellent diesel mechanical package.

Settle into the supportive seats and the cabin is as 
spacious as you get in this class, more so in the second row, 
where the Superb aces the others in legroom. In the cargo 
area, the Skoda’s adjustable rail-mounted securing system is 
a bonus, on top of the conventional ‘D’-shaped cargo hooks. 

The dash design is refined with large easy-to-read 
instruments. With its lower waistline, Superb also provides 
excellent all-round vision – something the more stylish 
entrants in our test fail to deliver. 

The 2.0-litre, four-cylinder diesel engine develops 125kW 
of power and 350Nm of torque, dispelling the myth that you 
need six-cylinders up front. The Volkswagen-sourced engine 
provides effortless cruising and is perfectly matched to the 
six-speed DSG transmission. Out on the open road, there is 
more than enough grunt for overtaking. 

Superb was also the most frugal, returning 7.7 litres/100km 
over diverse test conditions, which put it closer to its ADR 
combined cycle figure of 6.5 litres/100km. However, the 
CO² emissions figure of 171 g/km is the highest of our 
foursome. Dynamically, Superb rates highly and, riding on 
17-inch tyres, offers a near-perfect blend of handling and 
ride comfort.

ConCLuSion
Just 1.1 litres/100km in fuel separated best and worst 

in this test. The tape measure shows that, apart from 
the Skoda with its more generous rear legroom, interior 
dimensions are within millimetres of each other. Even 
with a petrol engine thrown in against the diesels, on-
road performance is near equal. And in terms of ride and 
handling, differences are only subtle.

But when considering the intended purposes of a 
station wagon, there are greater differences and each 
takes on a distinct personality. The Skoda – Mr Sensible – 
ticks most of the boxes in terms of practicality, and ease 
of use. The Ford – Mr Tradie – has a no-nonsense, get-the-
job-done attitude. The Hyundai – Mr Bling – is crammed 
with features and wrapped in a Euro-inspired design. And 
the Mazda6, the fashionista of the group, has dynamic 
styling inside and out, with an environmental heart.

    But the wagon is still around. Look 
closely, and you’ll see many brands 
have such a body shape in their mix. 

iMages: hyUndai i40 crdi preMiUM (left), Mazda6 atenza skyactiv. iMages: skoda sUperb 125tdi elegance.


