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Starters: Ford Territory TX AWD, Holden Captiva 7 LX AWD, Jeep Grand Cherokee Laredo AWD. 



FINALLY, THE LONG-AWAITED and 

much-anticipated diesel-powered Ford 

Territory has arrived as part of the 

second generation SZ range. When 

the original SX range was launched in 

2004, it opened up a new frontier for 

Ford. This Australian-designed and 

built offering quickly established itself 

successfully in the mid-size SUV wagon 

segment with its 4.0-litre six-cylinder 

petrol engine powering both two-wheel 

drive (2WD) and all-wheel-drive (AWD) 

variants. 

The one glaring gap in the line-up was 

not having a diesel version. Almost from 

day one, questions were being asked: 

Was a diesel version planned and when? 

After a number of lengthy delays due to 

the availability of a suitable engine at 

an affordable price, development time 

and then the GFC, it is now here and the 

questions have changed: How does it 

drive? Was it worth the wait? And does 

Territory measure up against the latest 

batch of mid-size SUV wagons?  

To answer these questions, we 

put Territory and two other recently 

released competitors to the test. 

From Ford’s traditional rival 

Holden comes the Korean-sourced 

series II Captiva, while Jeep – a name 

synonymous with four-wheel-driving – 

supplied the all-new North American 

built Grand Cherokee. Although the 

Territory, Captiva and Grand Cherokee 

all follow a fundamentally similar 

concept, they each have a slightly 

different focus, style and buyer appeal. 

As well as introducing a 2.7-litre 

turbo-diesel V6 engine, the Territory 

has undergone a comprehensive styling 

and mechanical make-over. The range 

starts with a revised 4.0-litre petrol 

engine, RWD, TX version at $39,990^ 

through to the $63,240^ Titanium AWD 

diesel. Within that, there’s nine variants 

made up from three equipment levels. 

Each is available in RWD with either 

petrol or diesel power, while the three 

grades of AWD are diesel only. Gone 

is the old four-speed automatic in the 

base models. All variants are equipped 

with a more efficient, smooth-changing, 

six-speed auto. TX has five seats with a 

$2500 third row option adding another 

two places, while a three row/seven seat 

configuration is standard on the other 

models.

Holden’s Series II Captiva also offers 

nine variants, but there is a wider model 

spread with three versions of the five 

seat Captiva 5 and six of the longer 

wheelbase, slightly bigger, seven-seat, 

Captiva 7. The model mix includes the 

base spec Captiva 5 and Captiva 7 in 

SX, CX and LX grades. Then, depending 

on the variant, the engine options are 

2.4-litre petrol, 2.2-litre turbo-diesel 

and the 3.0-litre SIDI V6 petrol (similar 

to Commodore) in 2WD or AWD 

configuration. Captiva 5 is the only one 

of our group to offer the option of a 

manual transmission, but it’s limited to 
the 2.4-litre Captiva 5 2WD, as all other 
Captivas have a six-speed automatic.

The Grand Cherokee diesel is on its 
way, but unfortunately at the time of 
testing was not available, so we drove 
the 3.6-litre V6 petrol version which 
was recently released alongside the 
5.7-litre Hemi V8. Both have a five-speed 
automatic and, depending on the model 
grade (Laredo, Limited or Overland), a 
choice of AWD systems – Quadra-Trac 
II or Quadra-Drive II. On the Laredo, 
Qudra-Lift air suspension is a $2500 
option. Jeep has cleverly blended its 
classic 4WD image and ability with 
modern styling, while remnants of 
the past Daimler Chrysler (Mercedes) 
alliance also make their presence felt in 
the newly-found, refined, on-road ability 
of Grand Cherokee. Although the latter 
feels big and is heaviest of our three, it is 
strictly a five-seater.

To get into a TX Territory diesel AWD 
is $48,240^, while in the more budget-
focused Captiva 7 line-up, $43,490^ buys 
the top-of-the-range LX diesel AWD. The 
V6 petrol Grand Cherokee Laredo is in a 
similar ‘ball park’ at $45,000^ (all prices 
are plus on-road costs).

HOLDEN CAPTIVA 7 LX AWD DIESEL
The LX Captiva 7 may be the price 
leader of our group, but its standard 
features list reads impressively with 
leather seats, satellite navigation and 
rear parking camera, as well as all the 
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convenient features in other Captiva 

7 grades such as a space-saving push-

button electric park brake, hill start 

assist, six airbags, electronic stability 

control (ESC), bluetooth and wireless 

music streaming. The presentation, 

however, reflects Captiva’s budget 

focus. The front seats don’t offer the 

same level of comfort as the Grand 

Cherokee or Territory, while the dash 

styling and switch positioning is 

somewhat a miss-match of shapes and 

placement. 

Being the smallest, passenger space 

– particularly width and leg room in 

the second row – is the tightest, but 

still acceptable. The third row, however, 

takes the points as it folds easier 

and is more comfortable than the TX 

Territory’s optional third row seat. To 

gain sufficient leg room in the Territory, 

third row required compromising other 

seating positions.

With some local input, Captiva’s 

2.2-litre turbo-diesel engine and 

upgraded suspension is a major step 

forward over the previous model, but 

still not class-leading. Like most other 

diesels in this class, the engine is a four-

cylinder. It develops more power, uses 

less fuel and produces lower emissions 

than the 2.0-litre diesel it replaces. 

Although it’s not as powerful nor as 

strong in outright performance as the 

Ford and Jeep’s six-cylinder engines, the 

Captiva diesel’s 135 kW of power and 

handy 400 Nm of torque is pulling a 
significantly lighter body.  

Appropriately matched gearing 
in the six-speed automatic puts the 
torque to good use in everyday driving 
as well as helping Captiva acquit itself 
better than expected on sandy tracks 
where insufficient ground clearance 
proved to be the vehicle’s limiting 
factor. A dislodged fuel return line 
meant we were unable to record an 
accurate fuel consumption figure for 
the off-road section, but in everyday 
on-road operation Captiva’s average fuel 
consumption of 9.3 litres/100 km was 
similar to Territory.  

Over most surfaces, the ride is 
comfortable but the handling and 
light steering tends to feel vague.  In 
shopping centre car parks, the small 
size is a plus but its large turning circle 
becomes quite noticeable. A symphony 
of background sounds from the engine, 
road, wind and body rattles also made 
our Captiva the noisiest of the group.    

JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE LAREDO
In the Laredo, Jeep provides a swag of 
gear for your money. It is rare to find 
an entry level version with heated front 
seats, keyless entry and start, Xenon 
headlights, dual-zone climate control, 
eight-way power adjustment on both 
front seats, reversing camera and 
more – all together. Laredo is very well 
endowed with safety gear, including 
a knee-airbag but has not yet been 

ANCAP safety tested, while the Captiva 

achieved a four-star and Territory a five 

star ANCAP rating.

Climbing into the Grand Cherokee, 

thick pillars and large centre console 

give the big cabin an enclosed feel, but it 

also creates a sense that this is a solidly 

built, serious 4WD. It has a functional 

layout and upmarket ambience – despite 

the awkward foot-operated park brake.  

Poor vision to the rear when changing 

lanes or reversing, however, will be a 

concern for some drivers.

Grand Cherokee is a comfortable 

five-seater with a spacious luggage 

compartment and flat-folding rear seat. 

Head and leg room, depending on the 

front seat positioning, is similar to the 

Territory, although it is not quite as wide 

across the back seat. Three adults can 

sit in the back but it is a little tighter 

than in the Territory.  

Off road, our Laredo (with Jeep’s new 

standard Selec-Terrain system, which 

features five settings to match the 

conditions and the optional Quadra-

lift air suspension) breezed through 

everything when the other two were 

making hard work of the sandy tracks. 

Even so, its petrol engine did need plenty 

of revs at times. This strong off-road 

ability is exactly what we would expect 

from Jeep but, unlike past models, it no 

longer comes at the expense of on-road 

finesse.

For its size, the Grand Cherokee is 
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comfortable and surprisingly easy to 
drive around town. The light steering 
helps parking but can feel vague at 
times, while an all-new independent 
suspension delivers a firm, but 
comfortable, ride. Grand Cherokee also 
gets an all-new 3.6-litre Pentastar V6 
petrol engine. Its 210 kW of power and 
347 Nm of torque deliver effortless 
performance in traffic and relaxed 
highway cruising with plenty in reserve 
for overtaking. The automatic, while 
only a five-speed, never got out of 
step over the wide range of conditions 
encountered during our test.  

FORD TERRITORY TX AWD DIESEL
What you pay the extra dollars for 
with the TX Territory is its superb road 
manners, driving ease and general 
refinement. Mechanically, Ford has 
lifted the Territory to a new level. And 
that is not to say you are being short 
changed with comfort and convenience 
features. The TX was not as well 
equipped as our other two, but it had 
the most comfortable front seats, plenty 
of adjustments and Ford’s familiar, 
easy-to-use controls. 

Even though TX is the base model, 
it gets a full complement of safety 
features, including a driver’s knee-
airbag, as well as dual-zone climate 
control, four-way power-adjustable 
driver’s seat, reversing sensors, in-built 
USB port and an interior command 
centre (ICC) with a single-CD audio 

system which supports both iPods and 

bluetooth. The space and comfort that 

helped make the previous model a 

popular choice also continues.

Ford’s Australian engineers have 

done an excellent job adapting a proven 

European diesel, used for a number of 

years by Jaguar and Land Rover, into a 

package well-suited to our local driving 

conditions. The 2.7-litre Duratorq TDCi 

(turbo-charged, diesel, common-rail 

injection) V6 engine has a good torque 

spread with a maximum torque of 

440 Nm developed from 1900 through 

to 2500 rpm. This provides strong 

pulling power for general duties, while 

the appropriately geared six-speed 

automatic keeps it working efficiently. 

There is a slight turbo-lag, and so 

when accelerating hard the initial 

response doesn’t feel quite as quick as 

the petrol engine, but once up and going 

it a smooth and willing performer. Even 

though we were unable to match the 

official ADR fuel consumption of 8.8 

litres/100 km, our test car still returned 

9.3 overall, which was respectable in the 

conditions, but not outstanding.

While Territory has an appealing 

engine and transmission combination, 

the SZ model’s superb handling and 

ride over all road surfaces, along with 

the general quietness of the vehicle, 

was even more impressive. Extensive 

suspension refinement, a new electric 

power steering system and major work 

to reduce NVH (noise, vibration and 

harshness) has really paid dividends. 

There is a newly found precision in the 

well-weighted steering, less body roll 

provides greater cornering ability and 

bumps are absorbed with consummate 

ease. Inside, most people would find it 

difficult to distinguish the diesel-engine 

sound and the all-round cabin quietness 

puts many luxury cars to shame.  

Although a winner on-road, Territory 

struggled in the sand. Like Captiva, there 

were ground clearance issues and in the 

loose stuff the heavier Territory tended 

to spin its wheels and dig in rather than 

pull itself through.

CONCLUSION
Territory diesel has been worth the wait, 

although it’s not just the engine that 

makes it a winner in this comparison 

– and there are provisos. The SZ’s road 

manners and general quietness are 

superb, but you pay a premium price 

and the AWD’s off-road ability was 

disappointing.

Grand Cherokee Laredo’s on-road 

ability isn’t far behind and it’s certainly 

superior off-road. An attractive 

equipment level also adds value for 

money.

Captiva’s all-round ability is not as 

high, but neither is its price, and for 

the money it does a respectable job, 

particularly if you have a need for the 

impressive third row seat.
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How they 
stack up!

LEGEND: s = sTAnDArD, O = OpTiOn, X = nOT sTAnDArD.
^priCes Are mAnuFACTurers’ LisT priCes AnD DO nOT inCLuDe sTATuTOry AnD DeLivery CHArGes.

 FORD AWD HOLDEN AWD JEEP GRAND AWD
 TERRITORY TX CAPTIVA LX CHEROKEE LAREDO
PRICE^ $48,240^ $43,490^ $45,000^

Country of origin Australia South Korea USA 

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

Airconditioning S S S  

Alloy wheels S (17-inch) S (17-inch) S (18-inch) 

Tyres 235/60R17 235/60R17 265/60R18 

Spare wheel type Full size Temp use Temp use 

CD player/power windows S (6-disc)/S S (6-disc)/S S (single disc)/S 

Driver’s seat height adjustment S S S 

Steering height/reach adjustment S/S S/S S/S 

SAFETY

Airbags (dual front/front side/curtain) S/S/S S/S/S S/S/S 

ABS/EBD/BA/ESC/TC S/S/S/S/S S/S/S/S/S S/S/S/S/S 

Seatbelt pretensioners (front) S S S 

Height-adjustable seatbelts (front) S S S 

Crash rating   Not yet tested  

PERFORMANCE

Engine 2.7-litre V6 2.2-litre inline 4-cyl 3.6-litre V6 

Max. power (kW@rpm) 140 @ 4000 135 @ 3800 210 @ 6350 

Max torque (Nm@rpm) 440 @ 1900 400 @ 2000 347 @ 3400 

Transmission 6-spd auto 6-spd auto 5-spd auto

Kerb weight (kg) 2107 1934 2181 

0-100 km/h (test average, 2 occupants) 10.1 sec (TS RWD model) 10.3 sec (CX model) 9.7 sec 

Braking from 80 km/h (average) 24.8 m (TS RWD model) 24.9 m  (CX model) 28.2 m

Towing (kg-braked) 2200 1700 2268

FUEL/ENVIRONMENT 

Fuel type Diesel Diesel ULP 

Average (litres/100 km, as tested) 9.3 9.3 12.2 

Tank (litres)/range (km, as tested) 806 699 766 

Environmental rating (GVG)   

CO2 emissions (g/km) 232 220 265 

WARRRANTY/SERVICING/

Warranty (yrs/km) 3/100,000 3/100,000  3/100,000           

Standard replacement parts basket $2334 $2836  $ 5831                            

INSURANCE COSTS

Annual^^ $959 $675  $886 

^^Based on an RACQ Insurance comprehensive policy for a  35-year-old male, rating 1, no finance,  $500 basic excess,  Postcode 4066,  Membership loyalty 

Silver, private use.

RACQ can help with car finance. Contact 1300 361 316 or visit www.racq.com/loan. For RACQ Insurance, call 13 1905 or visit racq.com.

STAR RATINGS

Value for money   

Design and function   

On the road   

Overall   


