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dreamers

In a call to arms against the market-leading Toyota RAV4 

and Subaru Forester, Hyundai, Nissan, Renault, Skoda and 

Volkswagen have released competent diesel-engined variants.
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PHOTOS, FROM 
LEFT: Santa Fe 
surprises with its 
off-road capability. 
Tiguan proves hard 
to beat all round.

VALUE FOR MONEY
Given Volkswagen’s reputation for quality, Tiguan 

cannot help but impress in being the cheapest of 

our five contenders. Significantly, all vehicles tested 

were automatics except Scout, which is available in 

manual only. 

Spend this amount of money and you should 

expect an impressive inventory of equipment as 

standard fit, and here none of our five disappoints. 

But some offer more. Santa Fe, in SLX and Elite 

form, is alone in having a third row of (on demand) 

seats, taking its passenger capacity to seven. 

Commendably, its rear curtain airbags extend to 

protect the third row passengers, who also benefit 

from lap-sash seatbelts.

X-Trail TL stands apart in having heated front 

seats with power adjustment, leather trim and 

sunroof. Koleos Dynamique offers angle tilt – not 

just height adjustment – on the front headrests and 

seatbelt load limiters in the rear. 

Scout’s extras list is impressive. It too has angle tilt 

on the front headrests, auto dimming interior mirror, 

first aid kit, headlight beam adjustment, rear parking 

sensors and rain-sensing wipers. Like X-Trail, it has 

heated front seats.

Tiguan also has load limiters on the outer rear 

seatbelts.

The depreciation factor is not so clear, with 

Glass’s Guide providing no residual figures yet for 

newcomers Tiguan, Scout and Koleos. However, 

Glass’s future value indicator points to Skoda and 

Renault’s depreciation being average and VW’s 

being better than average. Among the other pair, 

X-Trail boasts a superior first year residual figure 

of 70 percent as opposed to 63, although after two 

years the Santa Fe pulls back lost ground (60 to 59 

percent).

Miserly fuel economy is an obvious reason for 

buying a diesel, and compact SUVs are no exception. 

On paper, Skoda claims the thriftiest Australian 

Design Rule (ADR) figure of 6.6 litres/100 km, 

followed by VW (7.9), Nissan (8.1), Hyundai (8.2) and 

Renault (8.3).

Most brands struggle against Hyundai’s super five 

year/unlimited kilometre warranty, and this is the 

case here.

All but Nissan (10,000 km) offer 15,000 km service 

intervals and this counts in the all-important 

running costs.

Tallied up (servicing costs, parts, insurance 

premiums for five years), it’s advantage Tiguan, from 

Santa Fe, Koleos, Scout and X-Trail.

DESIGN AND FUNCTION
Nissan rules the roost in the comfort stakes by 

alone providing the combination of heated front 

seats (in leather), with six-way (driver) and four-

way (passenger) power adjustment. The only thing 

lacking is cushion tilt.

Best of the rest is Scout, which offers sport-style 

front seats that are firm but supportive. There’s 

height and angle adjustment on the front headrests 

and height and lumbar adjustment on the (heated) 

front seats. Lumbar adjustment is a feature on 

Santa Fe’s driver’s seat, too, but it has no tilt on 

the headrest. The seats are okay, if flat and lacking 

snugness.

Testers thought the Koleos’s front seats were 

medium soft. The driver gets height adjustment, but 

no cushion tilt or lumbar adjustment. Tiguan’s front 

seats are comfortable despite an omission of tilt and 

lumbar adjustment.

The space race is close, with rear seat passengers 

easily accommodated in each of our contenders, 

though Santa Fe trumps the others thanks to its 

STaRTERS: HYUNDAI SANTA FE SLX cRDI, NISSAN X-TRAIL DcI TL, RENAULT KOLEOS 4X4 DYNAMIQUE DcI, 

SKODA OcTAVIA ScOUT TDI, VOLKSWAGEN TIGUAN 103 TDI
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PHOTOS, FROM 
LEFT: Koleos 
boasts five star 
safety. Scout drives 
more like a station 
wagon than an 
SUV.

third row seating capability and a second row with 

11-way adjustment. Tiguan’s rear bench seat, split 

60/40, can be adjusted 16 cm longitudinally and the 

rear seatback has multiple tilt. This provides either 

more leg room or additional cargo space. 

All five are big on practicality too, with storage 

and load carrying solutions aplenty. In the X-Trail, 

Koleos, Scout and Tiguan, that means convenient 

under floor storage. Tiguan’s front passenger seat 

folds down, so that extra long or awkward objects 

can be stowed. But while its space-saver spare tyre 

might do just that, this is a poor trade-off, given the 

increased likelihood of puncturing a tyre going off 

road.

All vehicles come up to standard as regards fit 

and finish, with no glaring anomalies or deficiencies. 

Ergonomically, each measures up pretty well too, but 

there are little nuances.

On Santa Fe, it’s possible for the driver’s ankle to 

graze the foot-operated park brake. On the plus side, 

there’s the handy provision of extendable sun visors. 

X-Trail’s power mirror controls, on the right front 

armrest, are not as well placed as they might be, but 

the heated/cooled cup holders at either end of the 

dashboard get a tick. Not so the absence of reach 

adjustment on the steering. 

Koleos’s switchgear is smartly presented but less 

intuitive than the others, which contrasts with 

Scout’s car-like interior feel and layout with easy-to-

use controls. Tiguan also scores well for its user-

friendliness.

ON THE ROAD
X-Trail and Koleos soared to the front in our 

acceleration tests, with the Tiguan close behind. The 

Scout came in fourth, while mass conspired against 

Santa Fe, the Hyundai finishing second last or last 

in each of the six tests. This was reflected in the 

real world – on the road – too, where it felt the least 

inspiring of the group.

While its bigger 2.2-litre engine pumps out the 

highest power and torque figures, Santa Fe struggles 

with its weight of nearly 2 tonnes. That said, it 

matches Tiguan for the best towing capability (2000 

kg braked).

Scout possesses a clutch with good travel and 

weighting. The six-speed gearshift is smooth and 

precise, and works well in unison with an engine 

that pulls strongly and puts its power down capably. 

For an idea of how good our Czech mate would be 

with a six speed DSG and Tiptronic gear change, look 

no further than Tiguan. 

The German vehicle also rides nicely, being 

compliant without the firmness of Scout, as does 

Koleos. Santa Fe proved comfy, if a little jiggly, over 

some road surfaces; ditto X-Trail, which seems a 

little underdamped if challenged by undulations.

When interrogated at open road speed through 

the twisty bits, the latter’s body roll appears more 

pronounced than Tiguan. And the steering is a bit 

slower too. Santa Fe’s steering sharpens quickly 

off centre, the Hyundai demonstrating a more 

responsive turn-in than X-Trail. That said, it lacks 

the consistency of the VW and Skoda and overall it’s 

not as confident on slippery surfaces as this pair.

Koleos’ steering is not as slow as X-Trail’s, and the 

body roll not as obvious. 

Scout drives very much like a station wagon than 

SUV. It has the best chassis dynamics of all, but this 

bias can prove a bit of an issue off road, as we will 

get to.

While not as dynamically capable as Scout, Tiguan 

is a sure-footed, accomplished handling package 

with a consistency and accuracy to its steering. That 

said, there’s some body roll and its smaller diameter 
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PHOTOS, FROM 
LEFT: X-Trail looks 
after its driver 
better than the 
others. At home in 
the great outdoors. 

tyres don’t quite match the Skoda for grip. 

Scout’s lack of mass also shows up in its braking 

prowess. In our noise meter tests, it was a toss-up 

between Santa Fe and Koleos. All suffer from tyre 

roar on the open road, but Koleos impressed as 

arguably the most refined and quietest at speed.

OFF ROAD
Of course, engineering four-wheel-drive capability 

into a vehicle suggests some degree of competency 

off road on the part of a car manufacturer.

Just how competent we found out by traversing 

a boggy Condamine Gorge Road at The Head, near 

Killarney. 

To the field’s credit, all made it without any drama. 

So we upped the ante and headed onto the daunting 

Springs 4X4 Camping and Adventure Park south of 

Warwick. 

Here, on the short but steep Dougie’s Climb, and 

the more gradual but longer Highway Hill, the Skoda 

and VW failed to make it to the top, despite repeated 

attempts by different testers.

A first gear which is quite high for off road didn’t 

help, making the Scout easy to stall. But the telling 

point is its lack of ground clearance, at 180 mm the 

tightest of all five, and its none-too-flash 16.3 degree 

approach angle.

By comparison, Santa Fe boasts 203 mm ground 

clearance, X-Trail 200, Tiguan 195 and Koleos 188, 

while the latter rules the angles with an approach 

figure of 27 degrees, departure of 31 and ramp over 

of 21.

It was a similar story for the VW, which suffered 

from axle droop and a propensity for the traction to 

give out when the going really got tough. 

The X-Trail and Koleos, which share the Nissan’s 

Allmode 4x4i system – offering a choice of 4WD 

auto or lock and 2WD – scaled all that was asked of 

them. The standard fitment of hill start and descent 

functions clearly assisted.

But it was the Hyundai – with four wheels locked 

and making the most of its ample ground clearance 

– which surprised by doggedly following in their 

wheel tracks.

CONCLUSION
There are no losers in this pack – all bring 

something to the table.

If extra seating capability is a priority, then Santa 

Fe SLX deserves consideration. Better than class 

average off road prowess and more than acceptable 

on road capability is its story.

X-Trail will continue to win plenty of friends with 

its space, practicality and a higher than average 

off-road talent. An imposing standard equipment 

inventory as per the TL is another plus. 

Don’t discount Koleos, built in Korea on a 

platform shared with X-Trail but with an overlay of 

French dare-to-be-different. It’s refined, rises to the 

challenge when going bush, and performs adeptly 

on road.

Despite its off-road shortcomings, Scout scores 

well for its on-road attributes and handling finesse. 

Its wagon-like qualities and (limited) all-wheel-drive 

abilities will appeal to families where sticking to the 

tarmac is the main priority.

That leaves Tiguan, which struts close to all round 

capability rather than ‘go anywhere’ speciality. 

Its off-road incompleteness is easily and cheaply 

redressed with optional off-road technology pack 

consisting of hill descent control, modified throttle 

response for better torque metering, modified anti-

lock brakes mapping for slippery surfaces, hill ascent 

assistance and electric diff locks. 

For just an extra $290, it would make what is the 

cheapest vehicle on test also the best.
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How they 
stack up!
 Hyundai Santa Nissan X-Trail Renault Koleos Skoda Octavia VW Tiguan
 Fe SLX CRDi dCi TL 4x4 dCi Scout TDI 103 TDI
PRICE (excl. on-road costs) $41,990 $41,990 $39,990 $39,990 $39,190

Country of build Republic Korea Japan Republic Korea Czech Republic Germany

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

Airconditioning S (climate control) S (climate control) S (climate control) S (climate control) S (semi auto)

Alloy wheels S (17”) S (17’’) S (17”) S (17”) S (16”)

Tyres 235/65R17 215/60R17 225/60R17 225/50R17 215/65R16

Spare wheel type Full size Full size Full size 16” steel Temp. use

CD player/power windows S/S S (6-stack)/S S (single)/S S (6-stack)/S S (single)/S

Trip computer/cruise control S/S S/S S/S S/S S/S

Driver’s seat height adjust S S S S S

Steering height/reach adjustment S/S S S/S S/S S/S

SAFETY

Dual front airbags, side airbags (front) S S S S S

Curtain airbags S (f&r) S (f&r) S (f&r) S (f&r) S (f&r)

ABS/EBD/BA/traction control/ESC S S S S S

Seatbelt pretensioners S (f) S (f) S (f) S (f) S (f)

Height-adjustable seatbelts S (f) S S S (f) S (f)

Crash rating     

PERFORMANCE

Engine (turbo 4-cyl.) 2.2-litre CRD 2.0-litre CRD 2.0-litre CRD 2.0-litre CRD 2.0-litre CRD

Max. power (kW/rpm) 114 @ 4000 110 @ 4000 110 @ 4000 103 @ 4000 103 @ 4200

Max. torque (Nm/rpm) 343 @ 1800-2500 320 @ 2000 320 @ 2000 320 @ 1750 320 @ 1750-2500

Kerb weight (kg) 1996 1683 1713 1635 1650

Max. braked towing capacity (kg) 2000 1350 1350 1600 2000

0-100 km/h (secs) 13.2 11.1 11.9 12.6 11.5

Braking from 80 km/h (m) 27.4 (ABS) 26.3 (ABS) 27.3 (ABS) 23.7 (ABS) 24.8 (ABS)

FUEL/ENVIRONMENT

Fuel type Diesel Diesel Diesel Diesel Diesel

Best/worst/average (litres/100 km) 6.7/15.8/11.2 6.4/10.7/8.9 8.0/10.7/9.6 6.6/9.5/8.0 4.5/14/7/9.6

Tank (litres)/range (km, as tested) 75/670 65/730 65/677 60/750 64/667

Environmental rating (GVG)    N/A 

SERVICING/TYPICAL REPLACEMENT PARTS PRICES

Warranty (yrs/km) 5/unlimited 3/unlimited 3/150,000 3/unlimited 3/100,000

Est. servicing costs to 75,000 km $1944 $3143 $2238 $2343 $1609

Tyres, brake pads/rotors, oil/air filters $1987 $1767 $1667 $2310 $1612

INSURANCE COSTS (annual^) $615 $812 $951 $862 $693

STAR RATINGS

Value for money     

Design & function     

On the road     

Off road     

Overall     

^Based on an RACQ Insurance comprehensive policy for a 35-year-old male, maximum no claim bonus, vehicle financially unencumbered, and $450 

excess. Postcode 4066. Multi-policy and RACQ member loyalty discounts may apply.

RACQ can help with car finance. Contact 1300 361 316 or visit www.racq.com/loan. For RACQ Insurance, call 13 1905 or visit racq.com.
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